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his moſt intereſting Treatiſe, upon a due examination, will be found te 


; G of the utmoſt importance, to conſole the diffidence of the defponding Chriſ- 
lan, who Tibours and dwells upon thoſe heavy denounciations that are fo fre- 
_ quently delivered frame the pulpits of Enthuſiaſm, by men, who too boldly pro- 


nounce the Almighty to be a God of Vengeance : but here it will be proved, 


that he is a God altogether merciful, and tuat mercy is his darling attribute. 
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bitter and everlaſting pains of tielt fire: For the ranks was ſet before the crea- 
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70 more fully comprehending the Promiſes of a Re- 
deemer ; 5 according to the Predictions and Pr "ophee 


cies of the Pair iarchs and the Pr op: ets. x 


2 was moſt certainly determined, by the bleed 

and holy Trinity, before the creation took place; 

hat i man fell, rempted by the inventions of his 

d enemy, he ſhould find a Redeemer : But, if 

Bis fall was occaſioned by ſelf-tempration, and of 
his own free-will ; none. 


THE ARGUMENT, 


And in the firſt Book of Moſes, he has declared, 

: thar, from the mouth of God, he had authority to 

lay before all people, the will of our great Creator; 

and to more fully convince men of the tender d 

he had for their future happinels. _ — 

And though they might ſuffer temptation, and 
be buffeted for a time, by our great adverſary; Jet, 
in due time, it ſhall ond to man's ever 


happineſs, in the regions of eternal glory: As may 


be underſtood, by duly confidering the proofs that 
will be referred to your mature conſideration. 

If we coolly reflect upon the narrow and concepe;.. 
tive ideas of a. great part of mankind ; and hof 
confined their apprehenſions are, of the infinite and 
unbounded mercies of our bountiful Creator: It 
is no wonder that we are divided into ſo many dif. 
ferent opinions. The ideas of ſome are ſo confined, 
that they will ſcarcely attribute any mercy to God at 
all: but that they place every attribute to the ac 
of a vengeful God, always ready ro N men 
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To more fully comprehending the Promiſes of a Re- 
deemer; accor ding to the Predictions and P; ophe. 
ces Ll the Patr iarchs and the Pr * ct, 


T. vas moſt certainly eise, by the bleſled 
and holy Trinity, before the creation took place; 
that if man fell, tempted by the inventions of his 


grand enemy, he ſhould find a Redeemer : But, if 


his fall was occaſioned by wh nn and ol 
1 his © own free-will ; none. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


| And i in the firſt Book of Moſes, he has declared, 
5 char, from the mouth of God, he had authority to 
lay before all people, the will of our great Creator; 

| 93 to more fully convince men of the tender n 

he had for their future happinefss. 
And though they might ſuffer temptation, and 
be buffered for a time, by our great ad verfary ; yet, 
in due time, it ſhall redound to man's everlaſting 
happineſs, in the regions of eternal glory: As may 
be underſtood, by duly conſidering the proofs that 
will be referred to your mature conſideration. 
If we coolly reſlect upon the narrow and concep- 


tive ideas of a. great part of mankind ; and how - 


confined their apprehenſions are, of the infinite and 
unbounded mercies of our bountiful Creator: —- It 
is no wonder that we are divided into fo many dif- 
ferent opinions. The ideas of ſome are ſo confined, 
that they will ſcar rey attribute any mercy to God at 
all: but that they place every attribute to the juſtice 
of a vengetul God, always ready to precipitate men 
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pineſs. 


is INTRODUCTION. 


into the lake of eternal torments; - whom he has 
created for his own glory, and man's eternal hap- 


But, 8 the weakneſs of thoſe who 


| broach ſuch doctrine; we may reſt ſatisfied, that 


he is a God of mercy : for the Scriptures inform us, 
that he is a God altogether merciful; and that mercy 


is his darling attribute. And it is very clear, that if 
his mercy had not exceeded his juſtice; he would 


not have ſuffered the redemption of fallen man to 
have taken place; and much more ſo, at fo dear a 
purchaſe, as the life of his beloved Son; which 
was offered as a ranſom for man ; who had been 


deluded, by the wicked inventions of Satan, to 
violate che eaſy commands of his benevolent Crea- 
tor: For which the juſtice of God might have con- 


ſigned him over to eternal perdition. This is a re- 


markable inſtance of the tender mercies of God: 
And whoſe tender care is over all his works; of 


whom, man is the chief. Therefore, we have no 


room for deſpondence : But, on the contrary, there 
is the utmoſt ground for conſtant reliance on the. 
mercies of God ; whoſe whole delight is in doing 
acts of goodneſs and mercy. For, by his own words, 
we have it confirmed; ſaying, © I am a God of 


mercy,” &. And when he corrects --- it is not in 


anger; but with judgment, and for our good. 


Therefore, let us endeavour, to the mol of 


our power, to merit his tender mercies, by filial acts 
of duty; and that we may avoid, as-much as poſſi- 


ble, his diſpleaſure. And let us bear in mind that 
great act of his tender mercy towards man; and 


who muſt have been doomed to eternal puniſhment, 
if the mercy of God had not interfered, in the Re- 


demption of man, by the voluntary offer of the be- 


loved Son; who ſuffered his earthly body to be tor- 
tured, by the moſt exquiſite inventions that mortals. 
could. invent, that his beloved Man might be 
raiſed 1 to glory 1 in a . ſtate. 
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TO THE I 
. 


* TTHEREVER the glad tidings of the 
1 Goſpel of Chriſt has ueen faithfully and 


truly explained, it has attracted the hearts of its 
audience, and gained a multitude of proſelites; for 
it comforts the hearts of all, who rightly compre- 


hend it; much more ſo, as the weak and undiſ- 


cCerning can eaſily ſee, that in it is contained the 


Salvation of all men. And it is to be wiſhed, that 
every individual of our Chriſtian aſſemblies, would 


ſoon be enlightened by the aſſiduity of their different 
Paſtors; that they may more fully comprehend the 
glad tidings that angels declared to the ſhepherds 


of Bethlehem. 


G 
were zealouſly attached to this truth; and held it as 
an incontrovertible principle of their faith: that is, 


to believe in the forgiveneſs of ſins, and the reſur- 
rection from the dead, and life everlaſting. But, 
by neglect, or ſome other political views, this 


faith has not been ſupported and confirmed, as 


the purport of it demanded. So that it has dwin- 


dled away for want of cultivation and proper nou- 


riſnment, and much more fo in theſe latter ages; 
therefore, the fault muſt be in the cultivator, and 


not in the ſoil. The firſt reaſon that will bear con- 


fideration upon this decay of propagation, is the 


multiplicity of comments upon the Holy Scrip- 
' tures; in which it will be a difficult matter to find 
two Commentators in one opinion; even in matters 


eſſential to Salvation. Indeed, the bulk of their 
comments is ſwelled to an enormous ſize: though 
the 


3 TO THE READER. 

the real matter lays dormant ; their real view ſeems 
to be intended for ſclf-applauſe in future ages, or 
fome other lucrative end; one of theſe two may 


be looked upon as connected with their real inten- 
tion; and the old proverb is to be ſeen in this, 


that ſeli-intereſt is the real ſubſtance of their vo- 
luminous writings. Again, it is a confirmed and 


Juſt obſervation, viz. that the Scripture enriches us 
ay all truths, but the comments of men beggars 
: This I can ſpeak by experience, And in- 
- ad, the generality of pulpit rhetoric, leaves us 
7 under the ſame dilemma. Is not this lamentable 


— ſee, that the ſubſtance of Salvation is ſubſided _ 
entirely into a few moral precepts of due ſubordi- „ 
nation, c. 5 


God forbid, that 1 ſhould utterly deny the ne- 

ceſſity, at proper times, that the above doctrine 
ſhould be obſerved ; but that the doctrine of Sal- 
vation ſhould be ſo little noticed in our divine diſ- 
courſes, is a matter that the public has been con- 


_  fiderable ſufferers by. 


By this neglect, the gr eat enemy to the Church 
eſtabliſhed, has taken the adv antage, and has 
broached a doctrine inconſiſtent with the glad ti- 
dings that the bleſſed Goſpel of Chriſt has ſo juſtly 
brought down to the whole race of mankind. This 
doctrine, the ſubſtance of which is, the damna- 
tion of rwenty-nine parts out of thirty, of the whole 
£lorious Creation, of which the Almighty was pleaſed 
wo ſay, that it all was very good ; all of which was 
created for his own glor 2 and man's ev erlaſting 
happineſs. 
W hen this blaſphemous doctrine, 5 the im- 
pending conſequences that may be expected to at- 
tend it, is duly taken into conſideration, it will ap- 


pear a matter of a momentous nature, and tending 


o ſubvert the idea of a merciful God; highly de 
rogatory to the faith eſtabliſhed, and ot dangerous 
conleque nce to che tate. 


An 
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An antidote, juſtly founded, could never more 
properly appear than at this time; when, this once 
happy nation, is almoſt over-run by the rapidity of 
its progreſs. The prayers of the few remaining, 
humbly implore the Supreme, to take this matter 
into his mature confideration ; and whole prayers 
ſhall not ceaſe that the Almighty wil proſper theſe 
endeavours, in totally putting a ſtop to the above 
blaſphemous doctrine. 

But, to return, and further confider the nature 
and cauſe of the firſt and great Covenant that was 
entered into by All- creating Powers. But as record 
and Scripture is filent, and has not furniſhed us 
with the form or real nature of that Covenant, we 
mult implore reaſon, and the revealed truths of the | 
Scriptures to aſſiſt us. ; 
Ihe matter and cauſe of our : Gillen ſtate, has 
been ſo beautifully laid down by the inimitable 
Milton, that an attempt to go into that ſubject, 
would rather ſhe our ignorance, than the neceſſity 
of entering further into the nature and cauſe of 
man's fallen ſtate. But, if poſſible, let us dwell 
upon and ſupport his more noble poem of Paradiſe 
Regained. A happy reflection to all thoſe who 
meditate and dwell 1 upon that glorious event; which 
is no leſs than the Salvation of all mankind! 
I0o enter more fully into this momentous event, 
would lead me far beyond the intended compaſs of 
this introduction. Yet, let us further take into 
conſideration, what returns our benevolent Re- 
deemer required of his dear- bought purchaſe, man. 
e it muſt be underſtood, that he obſerved, 


hat his commands were not grievous, nor was bis 


6 oke burthenſome; yet, the duty that he required 
vis chiefly this: Love mercy, do juſtice, and 
waik humbly before God. Other matters neceſ— 
ſary to be obſerved on temporal affairs, were theſe: 
Due ſubordination, charity, humility, &c. he has 


alſo 
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they expected to arrive to the ſame degree of 


Say chat the Patriarchs and Prophets had ws 


wi TO THE READER, 
alſo inſtructed his diſciples to ſtrictly obſerve, But, 


here lays the moſt weighty concern; that is, al- 
| though he has redeemed man from the eternal pains 


of hell fire; yet, there is another injunction that 


mult be obſerved, viz. He has entruſted us with a 
talent, or a meaſure of grace, to improve; and on 
chat improvement, or non. improvement, depends 

our advancements in a future ſtate. 


For he has poſitively declared, that in bis Fa- 


ther's houſe, are many manſions, or degrees of 
glory. And if this be granted, as I think no man 
can explain this to any other meaning than the 


different degrees of glory; as St. Paul ſays, As one 


ſtar differs from another ſtar in glory; ſo will it 
be in heaven, with man's immortal ftate: And 
if this be granted, by the ſame rule it may be 
ſuppoſed, that there are different degrees of pu- 
niſhments, after this mortal body has put on im- 
mortality. And I am of opinion, that what our 
Saviour further declared, will put this matter out 
of all diſpute, via. Happy will he be, who will 
ew be beaten with many ſtripes.” _ 


Again, if men did bat duly cooker the inſi- 


nite and unlimited mercies of God, I am apt to 
think, that it would naturally lead them to draw 

” conſequences from theſe corrupt ideas, that they 
already have, and be of opinion, with that great 
apoſtle Paul, who in raptures of joy exclaims, 

«© Who bath known the mind of God, or who 

| hath been his counſellor; or who hath known the 
" riches that he hath in ſtore for the children of men! 
but more particular for thoſe who uſe their utmoſt 


endeavour to improve that meaſure of grace that 


he has ſo freely beſtowed upon them: For to him 
that hath, ſhall be given, Sc. 


Our bleſſed Saviour told his n that if 


O THE READER. is 
by their faith and confidence in the promiſes of 
God ; they muſt be earneſt in the practice of virtue 
and uprightneſs of heart; by ſetting an example 
of 2 and good works, and that by inward 
feelings, and outward practices. Again; he ſays, 
An let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they 
may ſee your good works „ and glorify your Father, 
which is in heaven.“ 
It muſt be further obſerved, that wherever the 
glad tidings of the Goſpel of Chrilt has been pro- 
perly opened, it has revived the hearts of multi- 
tudes; by acknowledging that the ſtreamers of 
daylight, had once more begun to ſhco: forth his 
glorious benevolence, and the Golpel truths begun 
to open Salvation and univerial Redemption to all 
men. Happy news! happy news! But has not this 
negle& given the enemies of univerſal Salvation 
great room to pronounce their woful denouncia- 
tions, which has brought terror on multitudes, 
leading them either to commit ſuicide, or it has left 


upon them a gloomineſs of mind, and an utter 


deſpondence of the mercies of God; ſo that they 
have denied themſelves the proper comforts of this life, 
as alſo the pleafing hopes of a reward for their la. 
bours, in a future ſtate. But, what has been the 
principal occaſion of all theſe cataſtrophes, or other 


diſorders of the mind? Does it not appear, that it 


has wholly originated from want of inſtruction con- 


cerning the mercies of God; and that mercy is his 


darling attribute, and his grace to diſcern thoſe in- 
eſtimable benefits, is fully declared to all, in the 
bleſſed Goſpel of Chriſt ; and where the angel de- 
clared, it is for you, and all mankind. 

| For the ranſom was ſer, and the purchaſe v as 
paid; and from that period, diz. the death of 
Chriſt; man wholly became his own private pu- 

chaſed property; with a price, all Price beyuud!. 


B I am 


# 2 2 ——— — — — — — — Vo 


— 


Lawbetl ht 31 


"aa "OTEITTTTLY 


1 am not deſirous to enter any further, at pre- 
ſent, into the nature, or neglect, or where it has 
originated; I muſt refer this to the pudicious en- 


quirer, to take it into his mature conſideration, 


And in the mean time to recommend a due ob- 


ſervation of the proofs I have taken out of the Old 
Teſtament; as alſo, an explanation, adapted pro- 
perly, under each text, given by the primitive 
Fathers, and ſupported - by reaſon. And which, 1 
hope, will, in ſome degree, ſatisfy the inquiſitive, 

and inſtruct the ignorant, and further confirm the 
weak and deſponding Chriſtian. If in this, or any 

bother part of my labour, I may be an aſſiſtant to 

help the weak Chriſtian on his way to Fats 
then oaks labour will be On : 


At preſent, I tubmit myſelf | 


To the inſpection, and 
M ature ee 
Of the Public. 
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the New Teſtament, with an explanation, given 


by the primitive Fathers, under each portion of 


Scripture ; and ſupported by realan ; will follow 
the * 13 85 


The 


TO THE 


READER, 


xi 


The ſubſtance of this Work will be ſeen, by the 


conſtant oppoſition betw 


een JEsvs CHRIsT, the 


mediator, and who has reconciled all men to God ; 
and ADAM, the tranſgreſſor, who has plunged all 


his poſterity into the corruption of ſin. 


the important abilities of 
of all human nature, we 


for or 3 ; 


THE co 
| Avan. 


Ada, by his tranſgreſſion, "0 : 


deen to all men, the fource of all 
evil. : 
In Adam all men have fnned, 
5 except one; he who has not fined 


in Adam, is Jeſus Chrift. . 


Adam, the . has 

ſubjected all men to two ſorts of 
_ death 3 the ane real, and the 
other myſtical. 


2 myſtical, or imputed death. 
That is to ſay, without perſonally 
conſenting to the fin that loft 
them ; becauſe they are reputed 
to have conſented to it, in the 
| will of Adam, as the progenitor 

of all human nature, and => has 
involved us all in Biz condemna- 
8 


This 18 what St. Paul 


And upon 
theſe two grand ſyndicks 
mult. form our opinions, 


NTRAST. 


"Cunisr; 


Jes Chis, by our Redemp- 
tion, has been to all _, the 
ſource of all good. 
la Jefus Chriſt, all men hare 
been juitified, except one; he 


| 


_ [who #8 not juſtified in uy ſus Chriu, 


is Antichrt 7. 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Redeemer, 


3 brought to all men, two iorts 


All men are made alive, in os | 
ſus Chriſt, of a life myſtical, or 
imputed ; that is to fav, w thout 
the neceſſity of their perſonally 
conſenting to the grace of their 
Redemption; becauſe they are re- 
puted to have accepted of it, in 
the will of Jeſus Chriſt ; for he 
became ſecurity for all men. And 


{who has made a full and perfect 


ſatis faction to his offended F ather, 
for the fins of ail mankind, 


will prove to us, in the 


following part of this work; it is therefore deſired 
that the readers will ſuſpend their judgment, till 


they have read to the e 


nd. Becauſe, what they 


find too weakly ſupported by proofs in one place, 


they will ſee ſtrengthened 1 


in another. 


They are likewiſe deſired to obſerve, that they 
wall find no ſcrupulous adherence to the nicety of 


B 2 


expreſſions; 


of life; the one by the Grace of 

Redemption, and the other by _ 
race ſuper- abundant. 

All men are dead in Adam, of 


- 
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xii TO THE READER. 
expreſſions ; but to the examination of the truth , 


with candour and probity. 


FOR EXAMPLE: 
When it 1s faid, that all men have finned in 
Adam, it is not meant to take from the Holy 
Virgin, the prerogative of her immaculate concep- 


tion; but that the had a neceſſity to partake of the 


Redem ption, in virtue of which ſhe was freed 


from original fin. 


Moreover, this ſyſtem 1 is chiefly recommended 


to men of ſound mine s, and not to ſuch as are 
entirely devoted to cav il, and prompt to contra- 
dict on all occaſions; or to gain-lay, in matters 

0 of the ſmalleſt conſideration. 


It muſt alſo be remembered, that the ſubject of 


| this treatiſe is not a ſingular opinion, or a chance 
conjecture, and without foundation; but it is a 
ſyſtem which wants not a proper ſupport both from 
” Scripture and ſound reaſon. . 


Therefore, to judge of the ſolidity of the PI 
that is advanced to ſupport it, every one mult con- 
ſult his own reaſon, rather than the prejudices im- 


| bibed in the ſchools. In effect, the ſureſt way to 
Judge rightly, of any work that ought to be ex- 


amined on the principles of faith and light of rea- 


fon; is to begin, by laying aſide all prepoſſeſſions, 
: which may have been adopted, from our earlieſt 
f underfianding, 
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PROOFS, 


PR oO oF 1 
EXTRACTED FROM THE 


Gexesr5, i il. 14, 15, 16. 


all the 475 of thy life. 


. Ob ſerve — God aſked Adam TY his wiſe, the cant. of 
| __ their diſobedience; becauſe he would bring them to 
repentance: but he aſked not the ſerpent, becauſe he 


would ſhew him no mercy. 


1 will alſo put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy ſeed and her 
ſeed : for he ſhall break Sy head, and thou ſhak f 


| bruiſe his heel. 


By the head, is meant, the power it fin and death "0 
and by the bruiſing of the heel, is meant, that Satan ſhall 
ſting CHRIsT, and all his members: that is, he ſhall 


give them both pain and trouble ; but he ſhall not over- 
come them, 


Fer. 16. And unto the woman God ſaid; I will 
greatly multiply thy ſorrow, in thy conception, &c. 


Here, the Lord comforteth Adam, by the promiſe of 
the bleſſed Seed: And alſo, he will puniſh the body, for 


the ſins that the ſoul ſnouid be puniſhed for; that the 
ſpi cit, having conceived hops of n might live 


by taith in 0000 Chriſt, 
We 


N D the Lord aid 1 unto the ſerpent : - 'Becanſo ; 
= thou haſt done this, thou art curſed above 
All cattle, and above every beaſt in the field: upon 

thy belly ſhalt thou creep, and duſt ſhalt thou ert, 
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thou ſhalt be a bleſſing 
nations of the earth be $lefled. 
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of GENESIS, ii. to xxii. 


We ſhall now conſider the promiſes that God made 
Fo Abraham, and his ſeed; for ever; and which will de = 


found in chap, xii. ver: 3. 


And I will make of thee à great nation; and I 
will bleſs thee; and Iwill make thy name great; and 


And in thee ſhall all the 


The earth ſhall recover by thy ſeed, which i is Chriſt, 9 


that which is loſt in Adam.---It may be aſked, Who is 


the ſeed of Abraham? We have God's own e to that 


fo ueſtion. For he ſays --- Ml! the nations of the earth ſpall 


bleed in him; for his obedience to the commands of God. 
Context. Pfal. cv. 8, 9, 1 10. Luke, chap. i 


and part of the 72d, a and 74th yerles. -Heb. | 
. 13. Luke, i. 15. And I will make thy ſeed | 


as the duſt of the earth, c.. 


This can never be affirmed of the nation of the * 55 


only: but muſt allude to the whole human race, or all 
7 the tribes of the earth, &c. &c. 


Chap. xv ver. 5. This Ppromile is to the fame pur- 
Chap. xvii. ver. 19. And I wil eſtabliſh my co« 


venant with Iſaac, for an everlaſting covenant ; and 


alſo with his ſeed after him. 


Te Chap. xvili. ver. 18. Seeing that Abraham mall 5 
be a great and mighty nation; and all the nations 


of the earth ſhall be bleſſed in him. 


The word Jehovah can be applied to no other but . 


| God alone. And this alſo ſhews us, that this angel, that 


was talking with Abraham, was Chriſt himſelf; and 


the ſubſtance of their converſation was, a further con- 
| +irmation, that Chriſt was to be the Redeemer of all 


nations, as above. 


- Chap. xxii. ver. 15, _ 1, 18. And the as] 


.of the Lord called unto Abraham a ſecond time, 


ſaying; By myſelf have I ſworn it, faith the Lord; 


becauſe thou haſt done this thing, and haſt not 


1 500 thine only ſon ; therefore, I will ſurely bleſs 


thee ; 3 


GENESIS, xxi. te xxvni. 17 
thee; and I will make thy ſeed as the ſtars of hea- 
ven; and in thy ſeed (viz. Chriſt) ſhall all the na- 


tions of the earth be bleſſed; becauſe thou haſt 
obeyed my voice, &c. 


In chap. xxvi. ver. 4. and chap. xxviii. ver. 8 
is theſe promiſes renewed, to Iſaac and Jacob. We 
are not to underſtand that theſe promiſes were only 
made to thoſe that ſprung from the loins of Abra- 
ham; viz; the Jews: But by the faith of Abraham, 

in fulfilling the commands of God; that all the 

nations of the world ſhould be bleſſed in him. 

And, indeed, if we were to lock further into this 

matter; Abraham had children by other women, 
| beſides Sarah, his wife; and who were men grown: 

And although they were ſettled in other countries, 
and at a diftance from Abraham; yet, moſt al- 


ſiuredly, they ſhould be conſidered as ſprung from 
. the lolns of 3 ſo that they, and their off- 
ſpring, mult aſſuredly be numbered in thoſe fami- 


lies who were to be partakers of theſe bleſſings ; and 
there is not the leaſt doubt, but that all thoſe fami- 
lies ſhall partake of theſe bleffings. But it was the 
witdom of God, to make thele f promiſes to Abra- 
ham, becauſe he had found him faichful ; and by 
communicating to him the fulfilling of thoſe: pro- 


miſes; which gave Abraham to underſtand, that he 


was higher in the love and favour of God, chan * 
perſon, at that time, upon earth. 
For although the other families, who are to be 
conſidered as ſprung from Abraham, might be igno- 
rant, in ſome eſſential matters; yet they were not 
altogether ſo ignorant, not to know that there was 
0 God. Neither can it be ſuppoſed, that ſo good 
a man as Abraham was, who nad children, would 
not have inſtructed them in the knowledge of God. 


Therefore, I can ſee no reaſon, why they and their 5 


children, ſhould be excluded of the partaking of 
theſe promiſes; and which God made to Abraham, 
S hen 


W N 


when God ſays, © All the nations of the earth ſhall 
be bleſſed in him.“ Therefore, this promiſe more 
immediately refpects their Redeemer ; and that he 
thould be of the opts of the Jews, with regard to 
his manhood ; and that the Jews were to have the 
preference, by the Meſſiah being of their nation; 
and by the benefit of the Golpel being irt preached 


| bs to them. 
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And we find, that where the Jews rejected. the 
Lord of life; chat the promiſe, which was made long 
before to Abraham, was then fulfilled ; by Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſending his diſciples to all nations, to ſet 
forth the glad tidings of the Gofpel : and that the 
promiſe made to Abr aham, was likewife made to 
them; and that they were cqually made partakers 
of theſe bleſſings, And we find the Gentiles more 
than equal ſharers in chele bleſſings; becauſe they 
received the promiſe with more joy, and leſs obſti- 
: nacy, than the unbelieving Jews. And therefore, 
it is very evident, that all” the nations, and all the 
families of the carth, were made equally partakers 
of theſe promiſes. And the reaſon, as] concave, 
that theſe bleſiings were firſt offered to the Jews, 
was, becauſe thoſe who fprung from the loins of 
Abraham were more immediacely conſidered, by 
the obedience of Abraham, as a peculiar people; 
to whom the promiſes were made, and who were 
to be the firſt partakers. 


Thus, have endeavorned to ſer the promiſes ; 
made by God to Abraham, in as true a light as the 
nature of rhe ſubject will admit of; though a great 
deal more might be ſaid : But this, I hope, will be 
ſufficient. And now let us further enquire into the 


_ proots God gives m, by the mouths of his 827 
prophets. 


In the firſt of theſe, David — us, == the 
ſervice of God ſtandech not in dead ceremonies; 
but, 


PSALMS, viii. to xvii. =” 


but, chiefly, in praiſe and thankſgiving, &c. And, 

in the ſecond place, God was moved by no other 
motives, to gather his church, of both ſews and 
Gentiles; but that he might unite them in one head, 
(Jeſus Chris ); who is the Captain of our ſalvation, 

and the bleſſed feed, that was to bruiſe the lerpent 8 
head; which was promiſed to Adam. 


Phal. viii. 4, 5, 6. What is man, that thou art 
mindful of him; or the ſon of man, that thou 


viſiteſt him! 1 baſt made him a Intle lower 


than the angels, that thou might crown him with 5 
8 glory and worſhip. 
5 Obſerve - — This! E touching u man's firſt creation, and 
ſpeaking of man's temporal gifts: and by that he is led 


to conſider, the benefits he will enjoy. * his * i 
tion through 1 Chriſt, _ 


*- Pak. xm. My truſt is in thy mercies; and 
my heart 1s joy — 1 in thy ſalvation. 


Obſerve - -In this Pſalm, David compl. ains, that his 
afflictions had laſted a long time: but that his faith 
fainted not. But in this he comforteth himic!f, that 
the mercies of God is the real gauſe of our ſalvation. 


Pſal. xvi. 10. For why, I know, chat thou wilt 
not leave my foul in hell; neither. wilt thou ſuffer 
thy Holy One to ſee corruption. 


This is alluding to Chriſt; by whoſe feeling, all 
his members have a lure hope of immortality. 


per. 11. And at thy right-hand, there are plea- 
ſures for evermare: and thou haft (Pfal. xvii.) 
ſhewn thy marvellous merctes ; thou, chat art the 
Saviour of all that put their truſt in thee. 


- Here, David was fure that God would grant his re- 

queſt. 
Pfal. xviti. Thou art my rock, and my fort: «>; 
and thou wilt deliver me, 


2 : David 


20 PSAL M 8, ix. to xxxVi. 


David pronounceth this diverſity of names, to ſhew, 
that, as the wicked-one uſeth many means to hurt, ſo 
God hath many ways to help, thoſe that truſt in him. 


Pal. xix. 14. Let the words of my mouth, and 


the meditations of my heart, be acceptable in thy 
fight, O Lord, my frength, and my Redeemer. 


pfal. xx. g. We will rejoice in thy ſalvation, and 


triumph i in the name of the | [Lord our God. 
Pſal. xxi. The king call rejoice in thy ſtrength; 


- yea, how greatly ſhall he rejoice in thy ſalvation ! 
Pal. xxii. 27. All the ends of the earth ſhall 
remember themſelves, and be turned unto the Lord. 
And all the kindreds and nations of che earth, ſhall 
remember themſelves, and come and worſhip before 
him; and all that 8⁰ down 1 into the duſt, ſhall knee] 


before him. 


Alluding to Chriſt; our 1 and our facrifice. 25 
Though, as in the 20th verſe. the poor be firſt named; 
vet, the wealthy are not 1 from the — of 


| Christ s kin Sdom. 


Pfal. xxvii. The 3 is my light, and my fal- ; 
5 vation: of whom {hail I he afraid ? 


Here. David was ſure of ſacceſs, in all his dangers; 85 
and that his ſalvation was iureiy founded, and laid up in 
God: therefore, he fcared not the tyranny of his ene- 
mies. Read the who'e Fiaim ; and you will find gr eat 
conſolatioo, by meditu ing on the mercies of God, and | 


alſo 1 in David! s confidence. 


Pal. xxxi. 6. For thou hat do; me 5 and 


into thy Lands will I recommend my ſoirit. 


Here, David not only deſireth the Lord to take care 2 


of him. ! in this life; - but alſo | in the life to come. 


Pal. xxxv. 9. My ſo.1l ſhall be joyful in the 


Lord; and it ſhall rejoice in his ſuvation. 


Here, David imputeth his deliverance to the mercies 
of God only. 


Plal. xxxvi. Thou, Lord, hate fave both man and 
bealt. O how . 18 — mercy! tor the chil- 


dren 


——_ 


PSALMS, xxxvi. to Iii. 21 


dren of men ſhall put their truſt under the ſhadow 
of thy wings, and the, ſhall be ſatisfied wich the 
plenteouſnels of thy houſe, &c. 


Though wickedneſs ſeemeth to overflow the world, 
yet, by thy providence, thou governeth both the heavens 


2nd the earth, and thou — of them according to 
thine own order. 


Pſal. zxxviii. 22. Haſte thee to help me, thou 


Lord God of my ſalvation. 


Thou, Lord, art the author of my (alvition. This 


is David's declaration, and that he put up his * 
Vith a ſure hope of his ſalvation. 


Pfal. xl. 10. 1 have not hid thy righteouſneſs 
within my heart. But I have declared thy truth 


and thy fa vation; neither have I concealed thy 
' mercy and truth from the great congregation. 


Here, David numbereth the degrees of our ſalvation, 
and God's. mercy to us: David piticth the infirmities 


of man; yet in'all our affliction we ought to put up our 


' prayers to Him only who can relieve us, for he is the 
author of our ſalvation. 


Ver. 17. For thou art my Walder Te my Re- 
deemer. My God, make no long tarrying. 


Can any man redeem his brother ? No, he cannot 


pay that rigid ranſoin that is due to God. So that our 
Redemption is by Jeſus Chriſt only, and its continu- 


ance ſhall have no end; for right dear was the purchaſe, 


made by the only hegotten Son of God. And God 
will celiver his ſoul from the power of the grave. 


Plal. lxii. My ſoul waiteth upon God, wy; Sa 


viour, of whom cometh my ſalvation. 


Here, David, by faith, is confident, dan gh 8 


that his Saviour had purchaſed his ſalvation. 


Ver. 12. Thou, Lord, rewardeſt every man ac- 


cording to his works, Kc. 


So that the wicked ſhall feel thy power, and the 


5 godly thy mercy. For our merits, or our demerits, are 
regil ercd | in the Book of Liſc. 


Pſal. 
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Pſal. Izv. Thou heareſt our prayers ; and unto 
thee ſhall all fleſh come. 


Thou giveſt us daily new occaſion to praiſe thee ; 
and not only the Jews, but all the Gentiles ſhall praife 


: thee, for thy great mercies to the children of men. 


Ver. 5. Thou ſheweth us wonderful things, in 


thy righteouſneſs, O God of our ſalvation. Thou 
art the hope of all the ends of the earth, and allo 
of them that are on the {ex 7; 


Pal. Ixvi. For, all the world ſhall ww thee, 


and ſing praiſe unto thy name. 


Here David propheſied, that all the nations bf the 


carth, ſhall, in due time, come to the knowledge of 
God; and which, at that time, was only known in | 
Judea. 


Pſal. Ixil. "And God ſhall blels us; and all 


the ends of the earth ſhall fear him. 


That is, that he will move our hearts by his holy | 


: Spiri. that we may be ſenſible of his favour towards 


And that alſo, both Jews and Gentiles, may 
3 God's Covenant made to Abraham, &c. This 
is a confirmation of David's hope in the falvation of 


all mankind. 


Pfal. Ixviii. 20. He is our Goa, even the God 


of whom cometh our ſalvation. 


In our moſt extreme dangers, God hath an infinite 


_ number of ways to deliver us. 


Pal. Ixx. Let all thoſe that ek thee, be joy- 


ful and glad; and let all thoſe that love thy ſalva- 


tion, ſing praiſe unto thy name; O God, thou art 
my helper and Redeemer. 


Becauſe David had expericnced the mercy of God, 
he grounded his petition on him, and boldly feeketh 
unto him for ſuccour. 


Pal. Ixxi. 15. My mouth ſhall daily rehearſe 


thy righteouſneſs and thy ſalvation; for 1 know no 


end thereof. 


BR 
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Pfal. IXxix. Help us, O Lord God of our 
ſalvation; and, His ſalvation is nigh unto all them 


that call upon kim. As in Pſal. Ixxxvi. All na- 


tions whom thou haſt made, ſhall come and \ wor- 
ſhip before thee. 


Pal. xci. I will bring him to long life 5 and I 


will mew him my ſalvation. 
David is ſatisfied with that life that God hath given 


him; for by death, the ſhortneſs of this life! is recom- 
: penced with immortality, 


Pfal. xcv. O come, let us fing 1 unto the Lord : 
let us humbly rejoice in the ſtreng th of our ſalvation. 


Pfal. xcviii. 3. Al the ends of the world have 


ſeen the falvation of our God. 


Pal. ciii. Praiſe the Lord, Oo my foul, ond I 


: forget not all his benefits; who hath pee all f 
thine infirmities. Look how wide the caſt is from 
the weſt: ſo far hath he put our ſins from us. 


The beginning and chief of all benefits, is the 8. 


miſſion of ſins. For, before we had the remiſſion of our 
Bo uns, we were as dead men in the grave. 


Pſal. cxi. He hath ſent Redemption unto his 


people, he is mindful of his Covenant: for ever 
| holy and reverend is his name. 


Pſal. cxvi. Thou, Lord, haſt delivered my foul 


from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet 


from falling. What ſhall I render unto the Lord, 
for all thoſe benefits that he hath beſtowed upon 
me! I will take the cup of ſalvation, and will 
7 pay my vows in the midſt of all the congregation. 


Pſal. cxviii. 14. The Lord is my ſtrength and 


: my ſong, and he is become my ſalvation, 


Pal. cxxx. O Ifrael, truſt in the Lord; for 
with him is plenteous Redemption tor he will re- 
deem Lrael from all her fins. 3 


A great 
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24 ISAIAH, vii is: 


A great many more of David's comfortable eonfola- 


tions, might have been added; but they all tend to the 


fame meaning; v:z. of his confidence and firm belief, 
of the genetal lalvation of all mankind. 


| Ifaiah, vii. 10. And the Lord ſpake again unto 
Ahaz, ſaying; Aſk of me a ſign, either in the 
depth beneath, or in the height above. Arid Ahaz 


faid, I will not aſk; neither will I tenipt God. 


But the Lord himfelf will give Ahaz a ſign ; j as you 


find in the 14th verſe. 


Behold a virgin ſhall conceive, and bring forth 4 


= fon ; and his name {hall be called Immanuel, &c. 


 Obferve - --- Not to believe God's word without a ſign, 


is to tempt God: But to refuſe a ſign, when God offers 
mt, for the help and aid of our infirmities; is to rebel 


inſt him. And, foraſmuch as thou art unworthy, the 


Lord, for his promile ſake, will give thee a ſign ; which 
mall be, that Chriſt, the Saviour of his church, (and 
which is the effect of all ſigns and miracles) ſhall be re- 
vealed. The word IMMANUEL is, God with us: and 

- which name can agree to none, but to him that is both 

: God and man; and Chriſt Jeſus is both God and man. 


Che p. ix. Here, the prophet declares the birth of 


15 Chriſt, in due time; as in the 6th verſe : For unto 
us a child is born, and unto us a fon is given; and 
the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulders ; and 
his name ſhall be called, Wonderful, Counſellor, 


the mighty God, the ev erlaſting Father, the Prince 


of Peace: And of the increaſe of his government, 
and peace, there ſhall be no end. 


| Chriſt is the author of eternity : and by 8 the 


Church, and every member thereof, ſhall be preſerved 
for ever, and have immortal life. LAT 


Fer. 2. And the neople that fit in darkneſs, have 


ſcen a great light; even they that dwell in the 


regions of the thadow of death, upon them hath = 


: this great nent ined. 


This 
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This great light, muſt be underſtood to conſiſt of two 
very eſſential matters; viz. the new light, that would 
ſhine amongſt the Gentiles, by the preaching of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. 2dly, The light that would ſhine 
in the regions of the ſhadow of death: meaning all thoſe 
that were deceaſed, from Adam to the death of Chriſt, 
As our Belief informs us -- And he deſcended into hell -- 
and, without doubt, has deſcended, for a certain purpoſe ; 
Viz. he deſcended to ſet his redeemed free; who were 

bound with Satan's bonds, and in the regions of the 
ſhadow of death; viz. a place of darkneſs a place of 
ſeparation from heaven --- and where the fallen angels 
are confined, till the day of judgment. Man, by his 
diſobedience to the commands of God, was equally 
guilty with the fallen angels; but, by Chriſt's free and 
| . Redemption, he had authority to ſet all thoſe 
ee, 1 to have an equal ſhare of his Redemption 
with ourſelves. And at his deſcent, he ſet all thoſc 
ſouls free that had his likeneſs; and he delivered then; 
all into Paradiſe, and there to reſt till the Day of Judg- 
ment. Paradiſe is called the Middle State, or the 
Middle Heaven; and where every departed ſoul aſcends | 
to, and there to reſt till the great day of retribution. 
Biſhop Taylor ſays --- But that God ſhould releaſe 
© thoſe that lit under ſatan's bonds, in the ſhadow ot 
death vis. in the regions of darkneſs - is no ways 
an improbable thing. But that it is a mercy highly 
worthyſ of his Divine Majeſty, and correſponds with 
all his Divine Attributes.“ For mercy is his darling 
attribute. David ſays -- that the mercies of Ged are 2 eater 


1 than the Peavens ; ; Pſal. cv. 


But let us proceed a little further, 1 and conſider the 
predictions of the prophets, as they ſtand, concerning 
man's Redemption. 


(bab. xi. 1----10, And there ſhall come a root 
out of Jeſſe, &c. And in thole days, the earth ſhall | 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord; even as 
the waters cover the ſea. And in the preceding 
verſe: And in that day, there ſhall be a root of 
Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand for an enſign of the peo» 
ple; and to it ſhall all the Gem: les icck 3 and his 
reſt ſhall be glorious, 
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The captivity of Babylon was a figure of the ſpiritual 
captivity under ſin: therefore, our full Aer muſt 
come by Chriſt only. For, as David came out of Jeſſe, 

a man without dignity; ſo, Chriſt ſhould come out of a 
poor carpenter, as out of a dead Rock. 


Context, chap. In. 2, 3. But he ſhall grow up 
before him, as a branch, or a root out "of ary - 
ground, For he will hare neither beauty nor form, 
when we ſhall ſee him, that we ſhould defire him. 
And he ſhall be deſpiſed and rejected of man; and 


a man of {orrows:; And he will experience our in- 
firmities, &c. 


The prophet here le weth, that very few ſhall receive 


tis their preaching, of the coming of Chriſt, and of 


man's deliverance by him. Read, St. . x11, * * 


Kom. 2 *. 16, &c. 


Clap. xii. Read the whole chapter. Ver. ii. The 
f propher {peaks confidently of Chriſt ; ſaying, Be- 
hold, God is my falyation, and 1 will truſt in him: 

1 will not be afraid. For God is my ſtrength, and 
my ſong; and he is alſo become my ſalvation. 


Our ſalvation cometh only of G od; who hath given ; 
us an aſſurance and confidence, to praiſe him for the g 
ſame. - Context, Read, Exod. XV. 2. Pfal. exviii. 14. 


Chop. xvi. 3. In mercy ſhall his throne be 4 
bliſhed ; and he ſhall fit upon it in truth, in the 
rabernacle of David; fecking judgment, and haſten- 
ing righteouſnefs. VVV 


This Kos eth tlic obedience that i is due, in the kingdom 
„ 


Cap. xxv. 7, 8, 9. And che Land will deflvor; 
in this mountain, the covering that covercth all peo- 
ple, and the v al that! ſpreaderh upon all nations; 
and he will deſtroy death for ever. And the Lord : 
God will wipe away all tears, from all faces; and 
the rebuke of his people will he take au ay out of all 
the earth. This is the Lord; and we have v we 
4 
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for him: But now we will rejoice, and be ex⸗ 
ceeding joyful in our ſalvation. 


I dis mountain is the Mount of Zion; and whereby 
is meant the church of Chriſt: and which ſhould, under 
. Chriſt, be aſſembled of both Jews and Gentiles: and 
which is here deſcribed under the hgure of a coſtly ban- 
guet ; as in Matth. xx11. 2. 
: By covering is meant, that ignorance and blindneſs, 
| whereby we are kept back from the knowledge of the 


ineſtimable benefit, we ſhall be made partakers of by 

the death of Chriſt. All other knowledge, as St. Paul 

fays, is droſs, to that of the knowledge of Chrift cruci- 
fied; as alfb, for whom, and for what purpoſe, he was 

N cracked. This knew ledge 1 is truly worthy of our ma- 


ture conſideration. 


He will take 9887 all forrow. ; Read, Rev. vii. 17. 


r XRIi. 4. 


Chop. xxvili. 16. Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord, 
I Will lay in Zion, for a ſure foundation, a ſtone, a 
tried ſtone, a precious corner- ſtone, a 2 ſure foundation. 


This is meaning Chriſt, * whom all the building 


muſt be held up. 


Centext Pfal. exvili. 32. Matt, XxX1. 42. A iv. 11. 
Rom, IS. 33: and 1 Pet. 11. 6. 


2dly, As in the latter part of the above 16th verſe; 


He that believ: eth, ſhall not make haſte. This is a paral- 


legiſm; the meaning of which is --- He that believeth 


in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall not ſeck any other remedies; but 


he ſhall reſt ſatisfied in his belief in Chriſt, and of his 
judgment, juſtice, and in the reſtoration and def ence of 


his Church. 


Chap, Xxxil. 1---9, Behold, a king ſhall reign in 
2 righteouſneſs, and a prince ſhall rale In judgment. 


This prophecy is alluding to King Hezckiah, who | 


was a type, or a figure of Chriſt, &c. 


hap. r Then ſhall the eyes of the bliad 
be opened, and the ears of the deaf ſhall be un- 


ſtopped. Fer. 6. And the lame man ſhall leaps 


28 an hart; and the tongue of the dumb thai 
fing, Kc. 
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That is, --- When the knowledge of Chriſt ſhall be 
revealed, then ſhall the Church bring forth fruit, and 
the flouriſhing ſtate of Chriſt's kingdom ſhall appear. 
Chriſt willeth, that we ſhould all encourage one ano- 
ther; and it is required more ſpecially of the miniſters 
af the Church, that they work and ftrengthen the 
weak and deſponding Chriſtian, that they may patiently _ 
wait till God ſhall fee fit to releaſe them out of this life 


of trial, and change them to an immortal ſtate of glory. 


Chap. xl. 1. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 
faith the Lord; ſpeak ye comfortable words to 


Jeruſalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is 
accompliſhed, and that her iniquities are pardoned ; 


and that ſhe has received at the Lord's hand, 


double for all her fins. 


This was a conſolation for the Church, at that time, 


and an affurance to them, that they ſhould never want 
prophets and miniſters to inſtruct and exhort them in 
the true religion: And here he chargeth the miniſters to 
__ comfort the poor and the afflicted, and to aſſure them 
of their deliverance both of body and ſoul. And if that 
warfare is accompliſhed, meaning the tuae of her at- 


flictions, and that ſhe had undergone a tufficient cor- 


 reCtion, both in body and ſoul, and that by her Re- 
demption by Jefus Chriſt, that God the Father had re- 
ceived of the Lord's hand, double for all her fins. 


Ver. 3. A voice crying in the wilderneſs, pre- 


defari a path for our God. Every valfey#thall be 


exalted, an every mountain and hill ſhall be made 
low, and the crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, and 


| the rough places plain; and the glory of the Lord | 
thall be revealed, and all flcſh ſhall ſee it: for the 


mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 


A voice crying in the wilderneſs, Make ftraight a path 


for our God this was the prophets -- the deſart was 


Babylon ; and other places where they were kept in cap- 
tivity and miſery. Make ftraight the deſart - meaning 
Cyrus and Darius, which ſhould deliver the people of 
God out of captivity, and make them a ready way to le- 


ruſalem: 
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ruſalem : and all this was accompliſhed by John the 
Baptiit, who brought the glad tidings of the approach of 
the Meſſiah; and who was the true Deliverer of his 
Church, from ſin and ſatan, _ 

St. Matth. iii. 30. Mountain, or valley, &c. that i is, 
every thing that may Jet or hinder this phe ſhall 
de removed. 


This miracle ſhall be ſo great, that it ſhall be known 
through all the world, x 


Chap xii. 1. Behold my ſerv ant, whom I will up- 
hold, mine ele& in whom my ſoul delighteth. I 


| have put my ſpirit upon him, and he ſhall * 
forch judgment to the Gentiles. 


This is Chriſt, who, in reſpe & of his manhood, is 
called a Servant. The . uſed to make mention 
of Chriſt, after that they had declared any great promiſe; 
becauſe, He is the foundation whereupon all promiſes 
are made and ratified : For I have committed all my 


power unto him, as to a moſt faithful ſteward Some 


read, I will eſtabliſh him in his office, by giving him 
the 8 of my ſpirit, and it only is acceptable unto 


me, and they that come unto me by him; for there is 


no other means of reconciliation.” See, St. Matth. xii. 5 
18. a 1. 4. 5 

r. 6. I, the Lord, SA called thee in 1 

. and L will bold thine hand, and I will keep 

thee; and give thee for a covenant unto the people, 

and for a light to the Gentiles: that thou mapeſt 

open the eyes of the blind, and bring out the pri- 


ſoners out of priſon; and them that lit! in dark net. 
out of the priſon-houſe. 


i.e. I will aſſiſt and guide thee to fulfil the work that 

I have called thee to, according to the promiſe I have 

made to all nations, in Abraham, and which all be ful- 

filled: For I will not ſuffer my glory to be diminithed , 

which I ſhould do, if J were not faithful in performing 

the ſame: yea, the idolators would extol their idols above 

me, as in time paſt: But as I have been true to my pro- 
miſes, ſo will I be in time to come. 


Chap. xlix. 1. Hear me, ye iſſes, and hearken, O 
8 Pres &c. 
| Contents, 
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Contents. Cin iſt is the ſalvation of all that belicte, and 


«vill deliver them. 


This is ſpoken in the perſon of Chriſt, to aſſure the 
faithful that theſe promiſes ſhall come to paſs; for they 
were all made 1 in W and * him, and ſhould be * 


formed. 


Ver. 7. T baus lh the Lord, the Redecmer of 
175 * COD 


B Iſrael i is meant Chriſt, a the whole body of the ; 


faithful. The Propbet adds, in 


7.25. And there ſhall be no apes & lid of : 


I _ nor an old man, that hath not filled his 


1 de firſt 8. T here ſhall be no more a child of years; ; 


that is, before he comes to adult age: The ſecond is, that | 
all infirmities of age and weaknels, ſhall be taken away, 


and every thing fhall appear freſh and flouriſhing, as in 


the bloom of vouth : He that is an hundred years old, 


all be as a young man. All this ſhall be accompliſhed. 


in the New Jeruſalem ; where all fins ſhall ceate, and 
all tears ſhall be wiped away. See, Rev. xxi. 5. which 
reſpects the future ſtate of the Church | in Heay en; that 
| 18, after the laſt Judgment. 


| Chap. xlix. 15. Can a woman forget her focking | 


child, and that ſhe ſhould have compaſſion on the 


fon of her womb ? Yea, ſhe may for get; yet will 
1 not forget thee; for 1 have graven thee upon che 
88 of my hands. 1 5 


. Thou art ever beforc me. 


| Chop. lii. 7. How beautiful u pon che mountains 
ate the feet of him that bringech good tidings, and 


be 


publiſheth peace; that declareth good ridings, and 


bubliſheth ſalvation! 


Signitying, that the joy and good tidings of their de- 
Uyerance, ſhould mike their afflictions, in the mean 
time, more caſy. But, chiefly, this refers to /pir ity 4 
10; Rom. x. Chriſt perſuade th his Church to be- 
Bere his free D 
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Ver. 10. The Lord hath made bare his holy arm, 
in the eyes of all nations. And, All the ends of the 
earth, ſhall ſee the ſalvation of our God. 


God is ready to ſmite his enemics, and alſo to deliver 
* 2 


er. 13. Behold, my ſervant; for he ſhall proſ- 


per: And he ſhall be exalted, and extolled, and de 


very high 


This is meaning Chriſt, by whom our ul deli- 
verance ſhould be wrought : whereof this was a figure. 


Chap. iii. 3. He is deſpiſed and rejected of men: 
he is a man full of forrows, and hath experience of 
infirmities. And we hid our faces from him : he 


was ſo deſpiſed, that we eſteemed hun not. 


In the firſt part of this chapter, the prophet ſheweth, 
that a very few ſhall receive their preaching concerning 
_ Chriſt, and his free Redemption, or even a deliverance 1 


5 by him: 1 John, X11. 38. Rom. x. 101 


Ver. 4 Surely, he hath borne our infirmities, and 5 
carried our ſorrows; yet we judged him as for- 


ſaken of God, and humbled. And he was wounded 


for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities: 
and the chaſtiſement of our wy was laid upon 


him; and with his ſtripes we were healed. 


- hs puniſhment due to our FIR ; For which he hath. 
| both ſuffered and made a full ſatisfaction. We judged 
him evil; thinking that he was punithed for his own 
_ fins, and not tor ours: Matth. vill. 27-1 Pet. ii. 24. 


— 


He was puniſhed for our iniquities, dec. He w 2s 
chaſtiſed for our reconciliation : 1 Cor. xv. 3. 


Meanins the puniſhment of our iniquities ; ; and not 


for any fault of his own. 


Fer. 6. All we, like fimzep; have gone aſtray: ; 
We have turned every one to his own way; and 
the Lord hath laid upon him the iniquities of us all. 
Fer. 7. He was ren and afl icted; yet did 


he 


—— 
_ 
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he not open his mouth: He was brought as a ſnecp 


to the ſlaughter, &c. yet opened he not his mouth. 


But willingly, and patiently, obeyed his Father's ps 


pointment : Matth. xxvi. 63. Acts, viti. 32. 


Chap. xxxiii. 22. For the Lord is our judge; 


the Lord is our lawgiver ; the Lord 1s our king; 'Y 
and he will ſave us. 


Here, God comforteth the Church; and ſhe a f 


that they ſhall be enriched with all benefits; both of GY 
body and foul, 


Chap. xli. 27. I am the firſt that faith to . 15 


Bchold, behold ; and 1 will give to Jer uſalem, one 
that ſhall bring good tidings. 


The Lord comforteth his Church with their ecki- 


ve rance. 


£ hap. xlv. 2 22. Lok unto me, and ye e ſhall be 


faved : all the ends of the earth fall be ſaved. 
For, I am God; and there is no other. I Have 
fworn by my "XG the word is gone out of my 


mouth in nghtcouſnels, and ſhall not return: that 


every knee ihall bow Unto me, and every tongue 
ſhall {wear by me 


Here, God I 2 the idolators to repe ntance ; telling 


them, at the ſame time - For the whole ſeed of Hr ael 


ſhall be juſtificd and glory, in the Lore.” 
Look but unto him, with an ve of fa ith ; and he FO 


clares, that the thing wich he nad promiſed, ſhall be 
„ Bithfully performed; vi. lis promiſe to Abraham, xc. 


Cbap. xlvii. 44 Ou Redecmer; the Lord of 
Hofts i is his name: le is che Holy One of Iſrael. 
And the Iſraelites Mall conſe 18 chat the Lord doth this, 


| for his Church $ {a be: -:- 


Chap. 1. Thus faith hs 3 ww here is that 


bill of your mother's divorcement ; whom 1 have 
caſt off? or, Who is the creditor, to whom | fold 
you ? Behold, for your iniquities are ye ſold ; and 


. * ale 
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becauſe of your tranſgreſſions, is your mother for- 
ſaken. . 


The meaning is: That God hath not forſaken her, 
but through her own imprudence ; as in Hoſea, ii. 2. 
This might be ſuppoſed --- That I have cut her off bya 


bill of divorcement ; but they could ſhew none: Nei- 


ther did I fell her for any money, or for any debt, 
due to me ; nor even for their poverty. But they ſold 


themſelves to finners, to buy their own luſts and plea- 


ſures. Such is the preſent ſtate There is no negleCt 


in God's regard for man : but man will be his own carver. 
The meaning 1is--- Man will lay plans for his own pre- 


ſervation ; and totally lay aſide the known truths of the 
glad tidings of the ever- bleſſed goſpel of Chriſt, ME 


Ver. 2. Wherefore, I came, and there was no 
man; I called, and there was none anſwered, Is 
my hand ſhortened, that I cannot help? or, Have 
I no power to deliver? Behold, at my rebuke, 
I dry up the ſea; I make the floods into deſarts; 
and the fiſh rot, for want of water, and die for thirſt: 


5 I clothe the heavens with darkneſs, &c. 
He came, by his prophet's predictions, and prophe- 


cies of him: But they would not believe their doc- 


trines, nor be converted. Am I not able to help you, 
as J have holpen your fathers, ſaith the Lord. This was 
God's way of reaſoning, with the unbelieving Jews. 


How far we may diſcover a reſemblance of this unbelief, 
in this our preſent age; I muſt beg leave to refer to the 


mature conſideration of my Readers. 


| Chap. lui. 8. He was taken out of priſon, and 


from judgment; and he was cut off from the land of 
the living; and for the tranſgreſſions of my people 


was he ſmitten. 


Thongh he died for ſin; yet, after his reſurrection, 
he ſhall live for ever; and by this his death, he will re- 


ſtore life to his Church, for ever: Rom. vi. 9. 
Here, the prophet excufeth the ſcandal of the 
croſs, by the benefit all men will receive from his 
3 — 3 paſſion: 
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paſſion : For, ſurely, he hath borne our guilt, and 
carried our ſorrows; for he was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities. The 
chaſtiſement of our peace was laid upon him; and, 


by his ſtripes we were healed. Ver. 6. And the 
Lord hath laid upon him the iniquities of us all: 
yet he hath made interceſſion for our tranſgreſſians. 


The prophet here ſheweth, that very few will 


receive their preaching of Chriſt, and of their deli- 
 verance by him; John, x. 38. Nom. . 16. 
Meaning, that none can believe e, but thoſe whoſe 


bearts God has touched with the virtues of his 
Holy Spirit. 5 


The beginning of his duden ſhall be ſmall and 


contemptible, in the fight of man; but it ſhall 
grow wonderfully, and flourith, before God : Read, 
© chap. xi. ver. . © He was bruiſed for our iniquities.” 
This was by God's ſingular providence, for the be- 
nefit of ſinners: Heb. iv. 5. For his puniſhment _ 
was due to our ſins; for which he hath both ſufferen 
and made a full ſatisfaction. Matt. viii. 1 „ 
u. 24. Man judged evil of him, thinking that he 
was puniſhed for his own faults, and not for our fins. 
He was chaſtiſed for our reconciliation: 1 Cor. xv. 3. 
For our iniquities, and not for any fault of himſelf: 


and he willingly and patiently obeyed his Father's 


appointment: Matth. xxvi. 63. Acts, vill. 32. 
Though he died for ſin; vet, after his reſurrection, 
he fhall live for ever: and this his death, was to 


reſtore to his hs e life evetlaſting. And, Rom. 


vi. 9. God, for the reconciliation of man, delivered | 
up his only begotten Son, into the hands of wicked 
men, and into the power ↄf the worid, to do with 


him what they wouid : and Ckriſt, by his volun- 
tarily offering of himſelf, gave his life foe his church, 

&c. that they might live witt. him for ever. This 
was the effect and fruit of his labour ; all which was 
for man's ſalvation. Chriſt ſhall juſtify, DF faith, 
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through his word --- that which Moſes could not 
juſtify, by the law : For l:e humbled himſelf : there- 


fore, he ſhall be exalted, and all that believe in 
him. 


Chap. liv. Rej Joice, O thou barren, that did not 


bear children: bor the deſolate hath _ more 


children than the married wife. 


Tybat is --- More of the Gentiles ſhall belive i in the 
goſpel of Chriſt, than of the Jews. While the church 
of Chriſt was under captivity --- it was barren, and 


without hopes of having any converts. But when the 
Church was ſet at liberty, by the glad tidings, and the 


preaching of the goſpel of Chriſt --- its increaſe has been 


innumerable, and its glory ſhall have no end. We all 


are the children of God, as that great apoſtle ſays : and 
he will guide and your all, till time hall be no 
more. 


"Oh. 1. 1. Ho, « every one that thirſteth, come 


5 ye to the waters; and ye that have no ſilver, come 


| buy, and drink. Come, I ſay, buy wine and milk, 
without ſilver, and without money, or price, & c. 


Chriſt promiſes his grace, and his gifts, to his Church 
| freely, and without any view of recompence ; only, 
that man would adore God, and believe in his free re- 
demption; as in chap. xxii. 3. Chriſt exhorteth man 


| to uſe his utmoſt diligence, to improve the grace, or ta- 


tent, that is beſtowed upon him ; that he may, as our 


great apoſtle ſys, abound in grace, &c. 
Chap. lvi. ---- Contents --- Chriſt have echorteth 


do judgment, with juſtice: He e againſt 
che ſhepherds of his flock. 


Ver. 1. Thus faith the Lord; Keep judgment, 


and do juſtice; for my ſalvation is at hand, and my 
righteouſneſs ſhall be revealed. 


Fw ls this, God ſhews us what is required of us; which 

is, works of charity, whereby true faith is declared. O 
man ! thy works ſhall follow thee into a future fir: ; 
but thy worldly riches will leave thee on this ſide of 5 
grave. 


E 2 —.— — r. 2. 
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Ver. 2. Bleſſed is the man that keepeth the ſab. 
barh, and polluteth it not; and keepeth his hands 
from doing evil. 

Under the ſabbath, is comprehended the whole ſervice 
of God, and true religion. Witneſs, the 4th command- 


ment Remember that thou keep holy the ſabbath- 
day, &c. 


Ver. 10. Their e are blind; they have 
no knowledge; they are all idle, dumb dogs; ; Yea, 
they even cannot bark: but they lye, and flep, 
and delight in fleeping. And theſe greedy dogs, 
think they can never have enough: theſe ſhep herds 


will not underſtand; for they all look to thei own 5 


way, every one for his own advantage, &c. 


| Gol here declares, that this affliction cometh throu ch : 
the neglect and fault of their governors, prophets, — 
paſtors: and whoſe ignorance, avarice, and obſtinacy, 


2 bar 2 provoked him to bring his judgments upon them. ; 


Ver. 12. Come, we will bring wine, and we will 
Gil ourſelves with ſtrong drink; and to- morrowW- 
ſhall be as this day, and much more abundant 

Here, they boaſt, and ſay --- We are well, as yet 3 
and to-morrow we ſhall be better: therefo:e, let us 
not fear plagues before they come. Thus, by their im- 
| char they contemned God's admonitions, and alſo 


is exhortations ; and which were made to them | in the 
name of God, by his prophets. 


Chap. vii. --» Contents --- God taketh away the 
righteous; that they ſhould not ſee, nor feel, his 
judgments, which be would bring upon the idola- 
trous nations. 


Fr. 1. The righteous periſh, and no man i ayeth 
it to heart: and the merciful men are taken away, 
and no man underſtandeth it. But they are taken 
25727 from the evil to come. 
From the plagaes that were to come: and becauſe God 
oy 5 3 the wicked. There ate few, that are come 
to : = 267a2cc0] IfE; Þ1 t, rom their own knowledge, have 
ſeen 
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ſeen and heard of many virtuous per ſons being delivered 


out of this life, that they ſhould not ſee the calamities 


that ſhould fall upon their poſterity ; for reaſons beſt 


known to God himſelf. 
Chap. Ix. 19. There ſhall be no occaſion for 


the light of the ſun, nor of the moon, to ſhine. 


upon thee ; for the Lord ſhall be thine everlaſting 
light, and thy God thy glory. Thy ſun ſhall never 


g down, neither ſhall thy moon be hid; for the 
Lord ſhall be thine ever 3 light, and the days 


of thy ſorrow ſhall be ended. 


Signifying, the New World, or the New Jeruſalem; 
that will commence at the diffolution of this world; 
and where our bleſſed Saviour will reign triumphant, 


for the ſpice of one Pen years: and in which time, 
he will beſtow his rewards according to our merits: 
and puniſh according to our demerits : for he will re- 


ward every man according to his works done in the fleſh. 


And at the expiration of that thouſand years, and 
when he has thoroughly cleanſed the ſoul, and made it 


fit to be admitted into his moſt holy Father's manhons 


of glor 2 then will he advance into the third heaven, 


* od ſitteth enthroned in light; and deliver all 
into his Father's hands, that God may be ALL 1N ALL. 


And as this portion of Scripture ſays, there will be no 
| occaſion for the ſhining glory of the ſun, nor of the 


moon; for the Lord himſelf will be our everlaſting 


light and glory; and there our ſorrows and tears ſhall 
be totally wiped away, and have an end. Read, Reve- 


Jations, xxi. 23. xxii. 5, &c. In the 22d verſe of the 
above chapter, the Lord ſays -I, the Lord, will haſten 


this, in due time; and, in the mean time, 1 will haſten 


and multiply my Church exceedingly, 


Chap. lxi. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me : 
therefore, the Lord hath anointed me; and he hath | 


ſent me to preach good tidings unto the poor; 


and to preach liberty to the captives; and to them 


that are bound, the "Peping of the priſon.” 
Read, Luke, iv. 18. 


This 3 to all the prophets, and the ſons 
£ of God: but — to Chriſt; of whoſe abundant grace, 


dan? | 
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one receiveth, according as it hath pleaſed him to 
AA bete. It muſt be conſidered, that God hath created 
veſſels of different magnitude; and, as our celebrated 
poet ſays, Such is his will. 


De Context --- As above, in St. Luke; and which 
is ſpoken by Chriſt himſelf; ſaying --- The ſpirit of 
the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me, 

that I ſhould preach the goſpel to the poor. He 
| hath alſo ſent me, that I ſhould heal the broken- 
hearted, and preach deliverance to the captives ; 

as alſo, of the recovering of ſight to the blind, and | 
that I ſhould ſet at liberty thoſe that are bound. 


Alluding to thoſe that are bound in fetters, dark pri- 
ſons, ( bades) GY the _— of their Redeemer - — 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


Biſhop Taylor "PE — That God ſhould have mercy 


Anand relieve thoſe that were confined, and bound with 


© ſatan's bonds, in the regions of the ſhadow of death --- | 
is no ways improbable : but that it wholly corre- 
ſponds with his merciful EL . or his ey is 

p aver all his works. 


ap. Ixii. --- . Contents --- - Here you wilt find the 
4 = L. * the Fe had for the coming of 
Chriſt; and he exhorteth the miniſters to diligence, 
and to make known the coming of their Redeemer. 


Ver. 1. For Zion's ſake, I will not hold my 
tongue; nor even for Jeruſalem's ſake, I will not 
reſt; until the righteouſneſs thereof break forth as 
the light, and ſalvation as a burning lamp. 


The prophet here declares the value he ſets on the 


knowledge of the coming of Chriſt. The whole land 


of Judea, and the whole riches of Jeruſalem, would not 
to him be an equal recompence; vzz. to the knowledge 
of the coming of a Redeemer, and who would bring good 
tidings to the people. He exhorteth the miniſters, and 
all others, to ſet forth the mercies of God to his Church: 

and which is chiefly meant of our redemption, and final 
ſalvation. By the word Jeruſalem, muſt be under ſtood 


all the ends of the earth ; as the Almighty God Promiſed to 
Abraham, 
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Abraham, by ſaying --- that all the ends of the earth ſhall 
ſee the ſalvation of God: Zech. ix. 9. Matth. xxi, 5. 


Chap. Ixiv. --- Contents --- Here the prophet pray- 
eth for the fins of the people, to the 6th verſe. --- 
Man's righteouſneſs is as filthy rags, &c. 


Oh! chat thou wouldeſt bow the heavens, and 
come down; and that the mountains might melt at 
thy preſence, as the melting of a fire: that thou 
might declare thy name to thine adverſaries, &c. 
and that the people might tremble at thy preſence !. 


The prophet continueth his prayer; deſtring 5 


God to declare his love towards his Church, by 


miracles, and his almighty power, as he did = - 


Mount Sinai; meaning, by rain, hail, fire, thun- | 
der, and lightning. St. Paul, in 1 Cor. uleth the 
| fame ſort of language, &c. marvelling at the great 
benefits God has ſhewn to his Church, "OF" the 
Preaching of the goſpel of Chriſt. 1 


Our own righteouſneſs is of no wee 6 towards our 
redemption from eternal pains : No, that was a free 
and voluntary gift, made by Chriſt himſelf; even 
without our knowledge or conſent: For, as Adam 

involved all his poſterity in the corruption of ſin, 
and all the bitter conſequences that attended his 
wilfully diſobeying the commands of God, without 
our knowledge or conſent -- ſo did Jeſus Chriſt ſatisfy 


1 dis moſt holy Father, for the wilful offences of man: 


and once more ſet him on even ground, to contend 
: with his grand enemy. And if, upon any ailault, 
our enemy is like to overpower us, we mult call out 
to our noble Commander in Chief, and he will ſend 
us a reinforcement · as St. Paul fo often exclaims 
O Lord, who will deliver me from this body of fin, 
this thorn i in the fieſh, this ſon of perdition, this an- 
tichriſt, &c. &c. ſaying — Thrice have I called 
© unto thee, O Lord; and thou giveit me no man- 
© ner of anſwer.” By "theſe repeated Ned mar 


what 
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what the Lord ſaid to him, in a ſmall, ſtill voice 
Is not my grace ſufficient for thee ?? So muſt we 


all fight, like good ſoldiers, till God ſhall fee fit to 
ſend us relief. F or this is our ſtate of trial; and 


our advancement in glory depends entirely on our 
improvement of that faleut, as our Saviour calls it. 
But St. Paul calls it a meaſure of grace; of which 


2 proportion is given, according to the amplitude 


of the veſſel; and of which it muſt be underſtood, 
that God has created veſſels of different magnitudes; 
ſome more copious, &c. than others. But the con- 
cluſion of this, I muſt refer to future conſideration. 


Chap. Ixv. 17. For lo, 1 will create new heavens, 


and a new earth; and the former ſhall not be re- 
membered, nor come in mind. But be ye glad, 
and rejoice for ever, in the things that I ſhall 
create: For behold, 1 will create Jeruſalem as a re- 
Joicing, and her people as a joy. And I will re- 
joice in Jeruſalem, and joy in my people; and 
weeping thall be heard in her no more, &c. 


That is 3 will ſo alter the ſtate of my Church, that 2 


?t ſhall ſeem to dwell in a new world; viz. at the won 


derful reſtoration of the Church. There thail be no 
 weaknefs, nor infirmities of age; but all ſhall be freſh, 
and flouriſhing : and this ſhall be accompliſhed in the 
| heavenly Jeruſalem; where all fins ſhall ceaſe, and 


all tears ſhall be wiped away; at the reſtoration of the 


Church, and at that day when he ſhall create all things 


anew. A further account of this New Jeruſalem, or 


_ this new world, &c. ſhall be given in the Revelation 
* St. "Jobs. 


Fer. 22. For as the new heavens, and the new 


earth, which I will make, ſhall remain before me; 
fo thall your ſeed, and your name, continue. And 
from one month to another month, and from one 

fabbath to another fabbath, ſhall all ficth come, and 
worſhip before me, faith the Lord. 


Hereby 
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Hereby he fignifteth the kingdom of Chriſt, and 
wherein his urch ſhould be renewed; and whereas 
there was appointed ſeaſons to ſacrifice --- but in this, 
there ſhall be but one continual ſabbath ; to that all 
times and ſeaſons hall be mect. . 


This is not meant of the ſecd of Aba only 
and who were firſt called --- but alſo of the Gentiles. 
For Chriſt will have but one Church; which will con- 
ſiſt of both Jews and Gentiles : and which was con- 
firmed. by the mouth of God himſelf, to Abraham --- 


| that all the nations, or tribes, of the earth, ſhall be 


bleſſed in him. This promitle being repeated ſo often, 
needeth no further confirmation: Nor can the true ſenſe 
and meaning of that promiſe be elude d, by the moſc 
artful of the enemies of the truth. 


Thcſe propl e ies and predictions of Ifwiab, if 
properly attended tc, are enough to confirm us of 
the ſalvation of all mankind.” And though ſome 
will be rewarded with kigher degrees of glory in a 
_ future ſtare, than others : yet, a! f will, accorcdhug to 
ther works, be amply rewarded, and completely = 
happy. N | 
Ibis, certainly, ought not to aſs us to be ſloth- 
ful; in our duty, or negligent | in the improvement of 
our talent, or meaſure of grace. But it ought to 
detitir in us an ardour of 1dmiration, of the wonder- 
tul contrivance of Almighty God, in the redemp- 
tion of man from tlie bitter pane of hell-fire. --- 
The Supreme demanded a freme tacrifice ; and 
Supremacy voluutarily red nel, for man, &c. 
Jeremiah --- - Chap. x. 23, 24. --- Q Lord, I know 
chat the ways of man are not in lLimiclf: for it is 
not in man to direct his tes. 


Ihe prophet ſpeaketh after this manner, becauſe Ne- 
duchadnezzar purpoſed to have made war again the 


Aſoabites and the Amorites; but! caring of Foedeki. ah's- 


rebellion, he turned his forces to go against ſerutalem. 
| therefore, the prophet ſays, this was the Lorlt's direc- 
tion. The prophet prayeth, that God wouli ie. 
ney. | to the captives --- I! aiah lays in mercy. By theſe 

exprefions, of both the prophets s it may be underſtood, 
that 
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that God allots different degrees of puniſhment, ac- 
cording to men's demerits. And as our bleſſed Saviour 
- s --= In my Father's houſe are many manſions or degrees 
of glory --- $o, right reaſon will alſo allow, that there 
muſt be different degrees of puniſhment, Another con- 
vinciag proof is, that our bleſſed Saviour ſays - Happy 
1%, he be, ꝛ0 0 20, net be beaten with many ſtripes. 


Th. s matter has no: been, by our miniſters, properly 

explained, as the purport of it requires: for nothing 

i more is under ſtood by multitudes, but eternal puniſh- 
„ ment, and eternal happincis. 


Chap. xxiii. 5, 6. Contents The b © com- 
plains of falſe prophets, or teachers; and he prophe- 
lies of the coming of the great Paſtor, * Jeſus Chriſt, 


J Behold, the day ſhall come, ſaith the Lord, that ö 
1 will raiſe 2 unto David a righteous branch, and a 
King ſhall reign and proſper; and he ſhall execute 
=. judgment. an nutice, in the earth. And, in his 
Wi Gays, Juden Un all be ved, and Iſtael ſhall dwell 
1 ſafely : and tiis is his name, whereby he ſhall be : 
calied, tac Lord our Rigliteouſ: nets. © 

This prophecy is concerning the reſtoration of the 
Church, in the time of ſeſus Chriſt; and who is the 


true branch: as in Iſaiah, xi. 1. xlv. 8, &c. This 
coming of the Meſſiah, was the fulfilling of all the pro- 


pheg es, and prediQtions, concerning the redemption of 
| man. 
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Chap, xxx. 22. How long wilt thou go aftray, 
F O chou cebellious daughter! for the Lord — 
wil crieateda ne thing in the earth. 

„ 


viz. A woman ſhall compaſs a man. 


The If:aclites deliverance from Babylon, v was a furs 
of their deliverance from fin. He alſo ſhewetli how this 
mall be broug it about by Jeſus Chriſt; whom a woman 
ſhould conceive, and bear in her womb; and, which is a 
* ſtrange thing in the earth, ſhould be born of a virgin, 
x without the ail of man: Or, perhaps, the prophet 
if meaneth, that Jeruſalem, which was like a barren woman 
ir, her captivity, ſhould be as fruitful as ſhe that was 
Janes 
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joined in marriage, or whom God had bleſſed with 
children. 


Pier. 33. But this ſhall be the covenant that I 
will make with the houſe of Iſrael ; After thoſe days, 
faith the Lord, I will put my law in ther inward. 
parts, and write it in their inward parts, {that is, in 
their hearts); and I will be their God, and they 
ſhall be my people. And they ſhall know me, 
from the greateſt to the leaſt of them: fer I will 

forgive their 1 iniquities, and 1 wall rememdcr their | 
ans no more. 


In the time of Chriſt, my law mal be written in the = 


hearts of the people, inſtead of tables of ſtone; and my 


Holy Spirit ſhall direct them: as in Heb. viii. 13. Under 
the kingdom of Chriſt, there ſhall be none blinded with 


Ignorance, but I will give them a faith and knowledge 


of God, for the redemption of their ſins: So that it ſhall 
not ſeem to come ſo much by the preaching of my mi- | 
niſters, as by the inſtructions of my Holy Spirit: as in 


* 13. But the full accompliſhment of this muſt 


de referred to the kingdom of Chriſt, and when v we mall | 
: be joined with our . 


Cap. xxxiii.Contenis --- + God forgiveth ws. 
for his own glory: alſo, Of the birth of 2 hriſt, and 
the rien of Chriſt; and his Church thall never 

have an end. 


= Ber. 16: In thoſe days, and at that time, will L 
cauſe the branch of 9 to grow up unto 
David; and he ſhall execute judgment and righte- 
oulneſs in the land. And in thoſe days, ſhall Judea 
be ſaved, and Jeruſalem ſhall dwell og and he 


that ſhall call her, is the Lord our Righteouſneſs. 


Dat is--- will ſend the Meffiah, who ſhall come of : 
the houſe of David, (of whom this prophecy is meant) 
to teſtify to all the Jews, that which is written, chap. 
xxiii. 5. that is, Chriſt is our Lord God, our righteouſ- 
meſs, our ſanctification, and our redemption. 


1 Cor. v. 30. Chriſt is our everlaſting High-Prieſt, 
F 2 and 
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and the everlaſting Sacrifice; and which was s fgured by 
the ſacrifices of the law chap. XRR1. 35. 


Ver. g. I will cleanſe them from all their iniqui- 
ties, whereby they have finned againſt me; yea, 1 
will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have 
rebelled againſt me. 
Herein it is declared, that there is no true joy equal to 


the reviſion of ſins; whereby it is declared, that the 
Church, wherein is remiſſion of ſins, is God $ honour 
aud glory. So that whoever is an enemy to it, laboureth 


to difhonour God. 


Hoſea, iv. 6. My people periſh, for want of 
| Knowledge: Becauſe thou haſt refuſed them inſtruc- 
tion, I will alſo refuſe thee, that thou ſhalt be no 

longer a prieſt for me. And ſeeing thou haſt for- 
' gotten the law of thy God; I will alſo forget thy 
children; and I will Ae their glory into ſhame. 
My prieſts eat up the fins f my people, &c. 
Ve ſhall perith altogether : the one, becauſe they 
would not obey, {meaning the people) ; ; and the other, 
hecaute they wou id not admoniſh. (meaning the prieſts) : 
that 55, the prictts ſhall be caſt off, becauſe, for the lack 
of know ledge. they are not able to execute their charge, 


and inſtruct others. For the prieits eat the people $ of- 
teriugs, and fia ren themſelves | in their ns. 


— — 
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The above 8 ies, ſe! Red from the prophet 
David, &c. ilreagihen the prophecies of all the 
other proph ets; and puticulacly, reſpecting the 
coming of the Metiiah, as the univerſal Redeemer 
of man. As to our Saviour's being already come, 
there is not the leatt doubt remaining, by the 
Chiiſlian beliet. And as to the! ee offering 
zümſclf as aranfom for all bt is, a redemption 
tom cternal pains - 15 manifeſt, and incontro- 
vertible; ac may be deduced from the ſeveral 285 
phectes above. 
Thoſc prophecies leave 215 a large field for { fpecul ay 
tions ; but nt for the Exc. of our vain imagine 
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tions: for we may imagine to ourſelves, what never 
did, and what never will happen. But, if we care- 
fully peruſe the above prophecies, and rightly com- 
Pare them with what Chriſt and his holy apoſtles 
fo frequently repeat, touching the univerſal Re- 
demption; we can have no reaſon to doubt, but 
that all men are freed, and totally redeemed, fi om 
the bitter pains of hell- fire. 

And more eſpecially, if we conſult the opinions 
| of ſome of the moſt eminently pious and learned 
primitive divines, on this ſubject ; ; ve ſhall find, 
that they were mot ſtrenuous advocates for this 

| doctrine; which is ſo manifeſtly ſet forth by our 
grand Maſter and Lawgiver, and his apoſtles, 
and whom he hinifelf taught with his own mouth: 
therefore, we have no room to doubt either the unt . 
or probability of it. 
And if it ſhould be f intimated, that the enforcing 
and inculcating ſuch Cftrine, would greatiy tend 
to ſubvert the morals ot men, and make them care- 
leſs and remits, in what reſpe Is divine and mora! 
duties, as it regards their future happineſs; --- } 
anſwer, that no ſuch encouragement is given them, 
by the octrine of univerſal R edemprion, to go ON 
in a licentious, wick ed, 2 and profligate courſe of life; 
but, on the contrary, it will lead them into admiration 
of the tender carc, a and proviiion, that the Almighty 
Father has prepared for man's c:ernal happineſs. Be- 
des, our bicfied Saviour's doctrine excites men to 
acts of innate goodneſs; and he ſpeaks againſt vice, 
immorality, end wickedneſs, as hurtful to God. And 
when we are ſo happy, by our endeavours, tobe bleſſed 
with a higher {hare of grace than ſome other men; 
our degree of ciny will be hicher than thoſe who 
have not made the ſexe improvement of the talent, 
or meaſure of grace, tha has been beſtowed upon 
them: For, as St. Pau ys, this meaſure of grace 
15 lent us to impror c, and a ſtrict account muſt be 
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given, at the great day of retribution. This is what 
the apoſtle calls abounding in grace, or grace ſuper- 
abundant. 

The ſtricteſt doctrine imaginable, has been en- 
forced from the pulpit, and all the terrors of hell 
painted in the ſtrongeſt and moſt nervous language, 


that has hitherto been invented; yet, ſtill, we find 

an increaſe of wicked men, and who diſregard all 

thoſe thunderings, &c. that hitherto have been! in- 
vented: 


Therefore, the inculcuing the doctrine of Re- 


demption from eternal pains, carries with it not 
the leaſt encouragement to a remiſs, or negligent, 
wicked life. Bur it muſt be obſerved, that the ob- 
ſtinacy of man is ſo great, that he will not be driven 
to adore God, by whips and cords: but, it is proba- 
ble, that he will be prone to adore him; when he 
rightly comprehends the amazing love of God, and F 
his great benefactor Jeſus Chriſt. 


"Therefore, it would be well for us, to ſettle 50 


our religious opinions; and alſo to remember, that 
nothing can be right, which would render us un- 
Charitable, on the one hand, or licentious, on the 
other. Let us deteſt bigotry, in whatever perſua- 


ſion; and let our moderation be known to all men. 
O chat God would enlighten our minds, and in- 


creaſe our underſtandings ! and that he would mul- 


tiply his bleſſings, give us an increaſe of grace, for- 


titx us againft every temptation, and ſtrengthen us, 
under our afflictions and temporal ſcourges, which 


he ſuffers us to endure, for good and wile purpoſes! 


and that we may, at laſt, arrive to the ſummit of all 
bleſſings, and to the reception of that ſuper-abound- 


ing grace, wiich he hath fo freely beſtowed on all, 


who -uſe titeir utmo!t endeavours 0 obtain 1 It and 


which will inſenſtbly lead us to thoſe enjoyments, 
which he has fo liberally provided, for all thoſe 
that adore his mod holy, Name! Then, we may 

2xpect 
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expect to effectually experience the bleſſed manſions 
of eternal bliſs. And which, that all mankind may 
attain, is the ſincere prayer of, 


Your moſt devoted Servant, 


Jos YR Wirsox. 


erm or thy Old Teſtament Pzoofs, 


Having finiſhed FR prophecies out of the ola 


Teſtament V We proceed to lay before our Readers . 


the ſubſtance of the evidence tha relates to the ſal- 
vation of all men, agreeable to the contents before 


delivered. After that, will be brought 1 in, the New 
Teſtament proofs. (For) 


Select texts, taken out of the New Tellamere, = 
will plainly ſhew us, that the Redemption of man, 
made by Jeſus Chriſt, was a full and perfect fatis- 
faction to his offended Fathe-. for the fins of all 
mankind: I mean, a certain releaſe from eternal pain. 
For Jeſus Chriſt favs, that he came into the world- 
to Jove that Woich was wt © Take, xix. 10. 


ARTICLE 


A 


He there few that be ſaved ? Luke, xiii. 23. 


1 D miracles which God had wrought in favour 
of the people of the Jews, and the promiſes he 
had made to their patriarchs, that he would fend _ 
them a Redeemer, who ſhould deliver them from che 
bondage of ſin : this promiſe gave to all the Jews 

a great confidence in their falvation ; and made them 
to look on all other nations of the earth as aban- 
doned to certain reprobation. What the prophets 
| hid written concerning the calling of the Gentiles, 
did not diſpoſſeſs them of that preſumption ; that 


| thoſe of wag race of Abraham, ſhould, at leaſt, have 


2 degree of preference greatly exalted. above al 
other nations. 

And there is great reaſon to think, hi this was 
one of the principal cauſes why they could not reliſh 
the diſcourſes of ſeſus Chriſt; who, in all his para- 

bles on the kingdom of God, gave no pre- eminence 

to the people of the Jews, above others. 

For the compariſons he frequently made of the 
Kingdom of heaven; ſometimes, to a net cat into 
the lea, which gathers of every kind; and alſo to a 
little leaven, which leavens the whole maſs; and 
ather ſuch ſimilitudes; made it eaſy to be under- 
Nood, by the more intelligent among them, that he 
figured, under theſe parables, all the extent of the 
effects of the redemption of mankind. 

But this idea was too much oppoſed to their pre- 
zudices; and it appeared to them a paradox, that 
ended to pervert the people, and overturn the law. 
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At the time when Jeſus Chriſt; tauglit theſe 
maxims ; one of the Jews p this queſtion to him: 
Lord, are there few that be faved £ 

Whether this queſtion was merely inſtigated by 
curioſity, and that it had no other motive than to 
induce our Saviour to explain himſelf more preciſely 
on that head; or, whether it proceeded from ſur- 
prize, of him that propoſed it, to hear doctrine ſo 
contrary to the pre oileſſions ſpread through the 
whole nation of the | ; Jeſus Chriſt deignect not 

to anſwer him. But he adaretied himſelf to them 
who heard him; and he inſtructed them to ſtrive to 
enter in at che {trait gate of uprightncſs of heart, 
and the practice of vutue ; if they would attain to 
the ſame happineſs, that the patriarchs and prophets _ 
had merited, by their faith and confidence in the 
promiles of God. - 5 | 
He declared to them, at the ſame time, that ita 
who did nor ſtrive to enter in at the ſtlait gate of 
uprightneſs of heart; would pretend, in yan, to 
merit that happineſs which the patriarchs and pro- 
phiets had merited. And he moreover adds, that 
from all parts of the earth men ſhall come, and ſit 
down in the kingdom of heaven: and they ſhall 


come from the ec: alt. and from the weſt, and from the 


north, and from the ſouth ; and they thall ſit down 
in the Kingdom of God. 
And to make the Jews more fully comprehend 
what he ſpoke, that he meant not of their nation 
_ only, (many of which were diſperſed, and ſetiled in 
div ers countries) he further * 4 that thoſe who have 
come firft to the knowle:! ge of God, {hall have no 
p:e-eminence to thoſe who ſhall come the laſt. 
And bchold, there are laſt. which ſhall be firit ; and 
there are Grit, wiuch ſhall be laſt,” And likewiſe, to 
give them no room to imagine, thut the time v hen 
2H thete people, from theſe different count: ies, ſhalt 
be: admiied | into the king loin of God, was then far 
7 G 
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off, or that it could not happen before the: _ 
converted, and t to the knowledge o 
he expreſles himſelf, on that occaſion, in dg * 
g eat energy, to Mark ; that the time of their ſalv a- 
tion was not to be long deferred: Behold, there are, 
&c. Tae force of the word behold, certainly ſpeci- 
__ a time preſent, or that {oon ſhould come to 
_ paſs. 
1 May it not be permitted here, to offer an ob- 
ſervation to Chriſtians --- that while they reſtrain, 
yet more than the Jews, this opinion concerning 
the few who ſhall be ſaved ; they do not reflect on 
the molt exalted maxims of the ' dodtrine of Jeſus 


Chriſt, and his apoſtles ; nor do they give any at- 


tention to thoſe which ſhe , that our divine Saviour 
came to redeem all men; and yet he died for all 
men, in general; and for every one, in particular. 
But when they find, in Scripture, any paſſages, 
which, in the ſenſe hey give them, ſeem to au- 
| thorize their prejudice, relating tothe ſmall number, 


& that ace to be ſaved; they zealouſly ſeize the 


oc :-/ .ofer, from it, the damnation of almoſt 
: all hum. nature. : 

This is a fiightful picture of che rigoro: 11S juſtice 
of a vengeful God; alw- s ready to precipitate into 
| Hell, men that were created to enj y heaven. One 
ſhould ſuppoſe, that it would ſeem a more fertile 
ſubjeR, he. thoſe whole profeſſion it is to teach 
others, to difplay their eloquence on the amiable 
| portraiture of the infinite goodneſs of a merciful 
God; and of the infinite merits of the ſufferings, 

which the Saviour of all men underwent, to de- 
| hver them all from pains eternal. 

It 1s certain, that of all the people i in the uni- 
verſe, there are none who conſign ſo many to damna- 
tion, as thoſe who make a profeſſion of Chriſtianitv. 
The knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, the Redeemer of 
_ mankind, oug t. in the mean ume, to lead * o 

aw 
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draw conſequences from it, altogether contrary to 
ſuch as reduce the infinite price of the blood of a 
God, ſhed for the redemption of ſo ſmall a num- 
der as they would have us believe are to be ſaved. 
For, obſerve in what manner ſuch a narrow-cone 
ceptive Chriſtian reaſons, to confer his concluſion 
upon the queſtion before us --- Are there fer who are 
J.. // 
For inſtance, (ſays this narrow-conceptive Chriſ- 
tian) To be ſaved, (ſays he) one muſt be inſtructed 
in, and believe, the chief articles of religion: and 
again, without faith, it is impoſſible to pleaſe Gd; 
ſor he that cometh to God, muſt believe that he is, 


and that he is a rewarder of thoſe who diligently 
ſeek him. This is the language of St. Paul, 


writing to the Hebrews; and St. James adds --- 
that faith is dead and unprofitable, if not accompa- 

nied with good -works. F 
 2dly, To be ſaved, one muſt keep the com- 
mandments. But if you would enter into life, keep 


che commandments: fo fays Jeſus Chriſt, in St. — 


Mathew, 3 „ 
3dly, To be ſaved, one muſt love God, with a 
love of approbation, above all things; and his 
neighbour as himſelf. Love the Lord thy God, 
and thy neighbour as thyſelf.” Theſe are the words 
, ES 0, 


From theſe principles, this Chriſtian denounces 
the damnation of almoſt all mankind. For, (ſays 


= he) let us make uſe of the common diviſion of the 


world, into thirty parts: whereof nineteen of them 
are inhabited by Pagans, ſavages, and other infi- 


dels; and fix by Mahometans ; and only five b 


Chriſtians. SY INN : 
Now, (ſays this Chriſtian) let us, by the rule of 
algebra, contract theſe thirty parts, into thirty * | 
fons only: Behold, twenty-five are already loſt to 
heaven, (by this way 2 reaſoning) ; and —_ 
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the five Chritians, let us reckon one of them a here- 


tic, and another a ſchiſmatic; then, there remains 
but three, who profeſs Chr iltianity, or true religion. 
But of th-ſe th ee, the e may be very well ſup- * 


poled, at leaſt one, who loves not God, with all his 
heart, with all his ſoul, with all his ſtrength, &c. as 


he is bound to do; and another, that keeps not " 


the com nandments. - Sce then, of thirty perſons, 


twenty- nine of them are (bv this Chriſtian) aban- 


doned to reprobation ; and but one that Jeſus Chriſt 
has redeemed: : or, it is to ſay, only one-thirtieth 


part of the univerſe! And, if one was to look nar- 


rowly into the ſtate of. that thirtieth part, we might 
bind occaſion for a large abatement : For, if we 
would particularly examine all the diſpoſitions, and 
alt che conditions, and the different occupations of 


men; we {hould fee, whether it were caſy to find a 


Chriſtian, who exactly performed all his duties, and 


who alferead all the Pe of the go! Del, and 


followed all its rules. 


Such are the arguings of theſe narrow- -conceptive 


Chriltians. 


Havel we not, therefore, reaſon to lay, that they 


damm more than all the othe: fects put together. 


Oh ſena - Ido not tay, that it is the C hriltian re- 


ligion that damns ſo many; but, according to the 
reaſoning of ſuch narrow - conceptive Chriſtians, I 
who pr etend to affirm, that there is not ONC thurtieth 


part ot. mankind to be izved. 
This conſideration, a litile attended to, greatly 
mbarraſſes thoſe among us, who appear to entertain 
"ter notions of the coodnels and mercy of God. 
For the min d can never reliſh, that a God fo good, 


hath created thirty perſons, to damn, at leaſt, twe enty- 
nine of them; and that, notwithſtanding the ſin- 


cere deſire he had to create them all for heaven; 


and not wanting the means to ſave them all, he 
made ule of the mil. dangerous, .and the. molt 


— — | _doubrtal,; — 
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doubtful; which was that of permitting them to act 
according to their own free-will; or, in truth, to 
implant in them a ſtronger propenſity to evil, than 
to good; and, withal, with a perfect knowledge of 
the cauſe, abſolutely foreknowing the ill ute they 
would make of it. 

Jo fay, that the will of God, in creating man, was 


to create-them for heaven : Bur, at the inſtant of the 
tranſgreſſion of their firſt parents rendering themſelves 
unworthy of it; God, therefore, to ſave them from 


the abyſs of perdition, ſent them a Deliverer ; who 
was to redeem them all, and to open the door of 


ſalvation to them again. But that their corruption 


had changed that good! intention of God into indigna- ” 
tion ; ſo that his vindictive juſtice takes blace of his 
mercy, when he conſigus lo perditi In the greatelt 


part of mankind ; and pardons only the {mall num: 
ber of the elect; whom he 1s ple: ed to deſtinate to 
glory, in making them partakers of the grace which 
their Say! Iour has merited for thein. 


This 1s 0 labour to confound ourſclres abor t the 


immutability of God: it is to endeavour to cover 
by argument, and ſcholaſtic jargon; and tO attri- 


bute to God an inconſtancy in his will, that his 


infinite wiſdom is not capable of; as we tal ew, 
in the ſequel of this ſyſtem. Lo mention ſuch an 
a gument as this, would be little mort of Pla- 


phemy. 
It is therefore that the uſual a nfs er to this reply WY 


has been, by a recourie to ſe.” words of St. Paul: 
Ole 2 of the riches of the vun of God ? 


But this, in bend of clearing wp e dittzculti <3, more 


per plexes it | and nes 8 * er © cor ry = 56 Ge d, 15 


an air of 3 tkat is no wars ſüitalle to bim: 
who 15 infinitely good, and whole nie Cy nr pa aties 
all his other atteib ies. and, as that eat a poſtie 


1s, His niercies are 08 ail his Tu ks, and dci con- 


liatz, Util line ſhull de nd iii. 


But 


34 UNIVERSAL. REDEMPTION : on, 


But let us endeavour to cut aſunder this gordian 
| knot, which men have been ſo long uniting; an 
let us ſhew, that God, without incereſting his Jace, 
has (till for mankind the ſame infinite goodneſs, and 
the ſame infinite mercy ; and that he i wills the 
ſalvation of all. This is what we are going to efta- 
dliſh, by bringing the proofs from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which we will ſet at the head of the Aruicles 3 


aud which is as follows. 
' _ There likewiſe will be a Supp lement, of proofs a 
parts of the Holy Scri , more 


from different 
fully to confirm theſe hypotheſis ; and which cannot 

de ſ well united in this Vindication, without run- 
ing it to a far wo — than ve, at — 


x intend. 
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ARTICLE II. 


ut ſay; all feſh ſhall be faved, except „ 
a there is a myſtery in the term ANTICHRIST. 


"HIS is a concluſion full of conſolation for 
all men, a ſource of infinite. joy to all man- 
Lind, and the moſt powerful motive that can be 
given to man, to love the Lord fincerely. And it 

: ad be our buſineſs to prove it ſolidly ; and fince 
ve do not know that it has been hitherto confirmed 
dy any one: (for it is not the propoſition of Origen ; 
it muſt be ſupported by proofs more antient than 
tradition). All antiquity have reſted on thoſe words 

of St. Paul Oh ! the depth of the riches and wiſdom 

of Cod! &c. 
 2dly, Let us ſuppoſe, that God, moved (not 

by the miſery of man, as is commonly alledged, 
but) by the deſire of glory, the ſole object worthy 
of his attention ; has, from his goodneſs and gra- 


cious mercy, ſent to man a Redeemer, the — 


of Adam; and who had power for good, (with re- 
ſpe to man) as Adam bad power to evil: ſo that, 
as Adam is the father of all finners, Jeſus Chriſt is 
the father of all the juſt. 
Adam was, for al men, the ſource of all evil; 
fo Jeſus Chriſt is, for all men, the ſource of all good. 
Theſe two, then, muſt be looked upon as the gene- 
ral ſyndicks of all human nature. And, in the 
mean time, le us prove our concluſion by the OP: 8 
Scripture. : 
In St. Matthew, Jeſus Chriſt ſay s He came 


cd to fave that which was loſt,” (what was loſt ); 4 


world. The ſecond is, that of St. Paul, Eph. ii. 3. 
We were, by nature, children of wrath.” Thele 


two propoſitions is then inconteſtible: and the con- 
5 ſequences muſt be certain. 


For, it muſt be obſerved, that Jeſus Chriſt did 


not ſay, that he came to offer men means to ſave 


s a faithful ſaying, (ſays St. Paul) and worthy of 


themſelves · but that he came to ſave them. © This 


© all acceptation ; that Jeſus Chriſt came into the 


© world to fave finners.” Therefore, he came to 

fave all men: for all men have ſinned ; not only in 

Adam, but by their own tranſgreſſion alſo. And st. 
John ſays, (chap. xi. 50.) It is expedient for us, 
that one ſhould die for the people.“ 


Though this was ſaid by one who was an enemy 


to Jeſus Chriſt; yer, the evangeliſt makes us ob- 
ſerve, that it was not from his own mere motion 
that he thus expreſſed himſelf --- but as divinely 
inſpired, by the ſpirit of prophecy --- that it was ex - 


” pedient Jeſus Chriſt ſhould die for the people ; and 


not only for thoſe of the Jewiſh nation; but that he 
might re-unite the children of God that were diſ - 
ſed, and the inhabitants of all nations. And this 


e ſaid not of himſelf ; but prophecied, that * 
ſhould die for that nation only. 
But 
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But this Divine inſpiration, cannot be underſtood + 
in that ſenſe only: But that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould die 


for the whole race of mankind ; and that he ſhould 


gather together in one, the children of God, that 
were diſperſed i into all parts of the world. 

Theſe laſt words note very clearly to us, that 
they ought to be underſtood, and taken, for every 


individual of human nature, and for all men, ſcat- 


tered through the whole earth, 
Likewiſe, St. Paul ſays expreſly, that © Jeſus Chritt 


© cave himſelf for us all: ſoit may as juitly be faid, 


that Jeſus Chriſt died for every individual; as if he 


| had ſaid, for that individual only. 


Who will venture to ſay, that if Jeſus Chrit had 
come upon cart for only one particular perſon, and 


had died for kin; that that perſon would not have 
been ſaved? Can it be doubted, chat ſince Jeſus 
Chriſt having taken on hirnſelf all the ſins of that 


perſon, and having ſubmitted to ſatisty the juſtice 


of God for him, by all the pains he ſuifered --- Can 


it be doubted, that that pt: ticular perſon, would 


not have been faved ? But there is not an indivi- 
dual of huqnan beiug, of whom this may not be 


| aid. 


Therefore, St, Paul. in his Epiſtle to the _ 


mans, after ſhewing them the benefit we have re- 


_ ceived from our redemption by Jelus Chriſt, thus 


concludes his reaſoning: 
Therefore, there is no condemnation to thoſe that are 


in Jeſus Chrift, and ttb tat not after the fleſh : 
Not to walk after the fleſh, and to be in Jeſus Chriſt, | 
is the tame thing; that is to ſav, While men are in 

Jeſus Chrilt, they walk not after the fleſh ; becauſe, 


n walking after the fleſh, they are in Adam. Hence, 


it is ſeen, that the body may die, by the ſin of 


Adam; and che Turn may hve, by e grace in Jeſus 


And, 


Chr it. 
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And, as St. Paul expreſſes it in the ſame chapter 


And if Chriſt be in you, the body 15 dead, be- 


© cauſe of fin; but the ſpitit is alive, becauſe of 


righteouſneſs.” It 1s to be obſerved, by theſe 


words, that the death of the body, does not imply the 


= death of the ſpirit. 


Let it not be imagined, that the for ce of theſe : 
| Proots is eluded, by ſaying, that Jeſus Chriſt came, 
was given, and died for all, as to the ſufficiency of 


the redemption ; but not as to the efficacy, and ap- 
= plication of it. For, we need only read, with atten- 


tion, what St. Paul ſays, in the 5th chapter of his 
Epiſtle to the Romans, from the 6th verſe to the 
end of the chapter; where he points out to us, tat 
all human nature, really, and in fact, had been cor- 
rupted, and rendered incapable, or culpable, in 


— — 
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: tified 1 in Jeſus Chriſt. 


The ſin of Adam had been « real 3 of a 8 
without excepting one; a ſource, from whence 
iſſued a venom, whereof the effects were to ren- 
der all men guilty. The Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, 
became, therefore, a real ſource of life to all men, 


without excepting one; and that life is to have its 


effects - becauſe | it is truly a juſtification, to obtain 5 


life eternal. 


Not one man has eſcaped the ſin and corruption | 
of Adam; therefore, likewiſe, not one man is de- 


prived of juſtification in Jeſus Chrift : becauſe he 


came to deface the evil which Adam had wrought 


dy his fin. And he has done it in fo perfect a man- 
ner, (ſays the apoſtle) that we ſhall reap greater be- 
nefits and ad vantages in that grace of Jeſus Chriſt, 

than thoſe we had loſt by the ſin of Adam; and, con- 
ſequently, we ought no more to fear condemnation, 
which was the chief conſequence of the ſin of Adam; 
ſince it has been fully repaired, and our benefits 
greater, than it was . that ſin was — 
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If Adam had not ſinned, no man would have 
fallen under the penalty of his fin. Seeing, then, 
that the prohibition to eat of the fruit of knowledge 

of good and evil, regarded none in perſon but Adam; 
therefore, by che grace of redemption, all men are 
ſaved, and to enjoy greater happineſs than they would 
have done, if Adam had not ſinned at all. 
Adam has done to his poſterity all the evil he could, 


in ſubjecting them to fin, and all its conſequences--- 


and God has done to men more good than they 
could hope for, 1 in giving. them * Chriſt, to 


deſtroy ſin. 


And where fin Sond 27 ace did mach more ahead. 


4 Thus faith St. Paul: that i is, what he ſet himſelf to 


prove, by the continual oppoſition he places be- 
tween fin and the redemption of Chriſt. 
1 ſhall here tranſcribe his words, and deduce con- : 
Go ſequences from them, . and — ſome remarks. 


ä — 
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| ARTICLE II. ED 
Hu Application of the 5th Chapter of St. Paul's Epiſte 


_ to the Romans. 
Per. 6. LO R hi we were yet without ſtrength, 
in due time, Chriſt died for the ungodly. 
7. For ſcarcely for a righteous man will one die; 
yet, perad venture, for a good man, ſome will even 
dare to die. 
8. But God commendeth his love towards us; 


in that, while we were yet finners, Chriſt died for 
us -4g 


— 


Much more, then, being | ;uſtified by his 

W we ſhall be ſaved from death through him. 
10. For if when we were enemies, we were recon- 

ciled to God, by the death of his Son; much 

Ti. being reconciled, we hall be ſaved by his 
2 
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But it will be ſaid---How is this reconciliation 
to be applied ? 
1 anſwer ; it is to be applied in the ſame manner 
that the ſin of Adam was applied. For it was not 
required of men to conſent perſonally to that fin, 
nor to feel perſonally the effects of it: but they fell 
unknown to them, and againſt their wills; and were 
involved in that corruption of Adam, by the 1 im- 
putation | of i it to all mankind. 
Thus it is, that all men have found themſelves 
ſinners; ; their liberty not having, any way, co- ope- 


mated with it. For they accepted not of fin, but in 
tte will of Adam, as their progenitor; it was on 


that account only, they were declared criminal. 
Why, then, ſhould it not have been neceſſary for 
chem to have acted for themſelves, in order to be 


 Juſtified in Jeſus Chriſt; any more than it was in the 
_ . caſe of the fin f in Adam, and their being included 1 1 
- —__ - 

Why, then, ſhould not the Redemption have been 


applied to them; even without their ſo much 
thinking of it? 
Is it chat Feſus Chrift has not as much power to 
fave all men, without exception; as Adam had to 
damn them all, in general? 
If Adam had not ſinned, all men would have 5 
been ſaved: for they would not have found them- 

ſelves involved in that ſentence of condemnation * 

by the ſin of Adam. 
Now, by the reconciliation which Feſ#s Chrift has 
wrought between man and his Father---were they 
not reinſtated, and in the ſame condition they were 


in before the lin of Adam? (This, I think, muſt be 


granted). Then, the ſin of Adam, and all its con- 
ſequences, are not to be looked upon; and that fo 
much che more, as our condition is now (according 
to the expreſſion of St. Paul) much better than 
it was before the fin x For St, Paul adds, 
2 to 
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to what he had juſt before ſaid---that * much more 
being N we ſhall be ſaved. 


Ver. 11. And not only ſo; but we alſo joy in 
God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we 
have received the atonement. 

12. Wherefore, as by one man ſin entered into 
the world, and death by ſin, and it paſſed — all 
: men; * all men have finned. _ 
13. For until the law, fin was in the world. But 

| fin is not imputed, where there is no law. 

_ 14. Nevertheleſs, death reigned from Adam to 

- Moſes ; - even over them that had not finned after 

the fimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, who is the 
figure of him who was to come. 


By theſe words of St. Paul, we : ſee, firſt, that our 
advantages are greater ſince the Redem ption, than 
they were before the fin of Adam: for, before that 
fin, we had nota God for our brother, nor were we 
the adopted children of the Almighty: but now, we 
allo joy in God, 
= We ſee, that the application of the Re- : 
demption, is in the ſame manner as the application 
of the fin of Adam: For, (ſays the apoſtle) it is 
the Redemption, as of fin ; which entered into the 
world by one man, and death by fin; and fo it paſſed 
upon all men: and ſo we have been all indiſcrimi- 
nately juſtified, by the grace of redemption. And 
as death has made itſelf felt, ſince Adam unto 
| Moſes; even by them who had ſinned as Adam 
did: but only <A” their will was included in the 
will of Adam: fo, the grace of the Redemption dif- 
fufes itſelf in a real manner; not only to thoſe whole 
will is conformable to that of Feſus Chrift ; as the 
father of all men, for juſtification : but alſo to all 


men, who have wicked treſpaſſed, like Adam, . 
by actual fin, 


And 
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And it is in that, that the application of the Re- 
demption prevails over the imputation of fin : for 
the Redemption effaces not only the fin, which we 
derived from Adam; but all the conſequences of 
that fin, which are innumerable. And it 1s that 
which St. Paul ſuperadds, in the 1 5th verſe. 


15. But not as the offence is the free gift. For 
if, through the offence of one, many be made dead; 
much more, the grace of God, and the gift by that 
grace, which is by one man, Jeſus Chriſt, hath 

WT EE EEE 

16. And not as it was by one that ſinned, fo is 
the gift: For the judgment was by one, to condem- 
nation; but the free gift is of many offences, unto 

Juſtification. 1 

1ꝓ7. For if, by one man's offence, death reigned; 
by one, much more, they which receive abundance 


of grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign 


in life, by one, Jeſus Chriſt. DO. 
18. Therefore, as by the offence of one, judg- 
ment came upon all men, to condemnation ; even 
fo, by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
upon all men, unto juſtification of life. 

109. For, as by one man's diſobedience, many 
were made ſinners ; fo, by the obedience of one, 
- ſhall many be made nghteous. | + 


What could we wiſh for more plain than theſe 
words of St. Paul? If that great apoſtle was upon 
earth, and would vindicate the concluſion I have 
undertaken to prove---could he make uſe of terms 
more full than theſe I have made uſe of, from his 


oven epiſtle. And are we not inexcuſable, for not 


having, before now, rightly conceived all the force 
of them; ſince he expreſſes himſelf ſo very clearly? 
It is to be obſerved, that in the 15th and 16th 
verſes of this epiſtle, the word many, ſignifies all; 
as St. Paul expreſſes himſelf, in ver. 18. 
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It 1 is, therefore, as if he had ſaid---Al! are made 
2575 in Adam; ſo, all are made righteous in Jeſus 
_ Criſt. 

It muſt farther be obſerved, that, with reſpect to 
this laſt propofition, it cannot be underſtood 4e gene- 
ribus fingulorum; but, de ſingulis omnium generum: 
that is to ſay, of every individual of human nature. 
It, after what has been ſaid from the epiſtle of St. 
: Paul, ſome ſhould be wedded to their own perſua- 
Fons, and will be obſtinately reſolved, (notwith- 
ſtanding the weight of theſe verſes) to mantain, 


chat it ſuffices, that the redemption and juſtification 


are open to all men, and that God has given them 


means to profit by it, if they will, without it ne- - 


ceſſarily following, chat they all mall reap the real 


effects of it, which is eternal life; let them conſider 
: that he lays poſitively, in in 


Pier. 20. Moreover, the how entered that the af- 
fence might abound: but where ſin abounded, grace 
did much more abound. 
221. That as fin hath reigned. unto death; even 
ſo, might grace reign, through righteouſneſs, unto. 

eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Obſerve---That here the word grace fignifies ; re- 
: demption : For it is that which St. Paul treats of, in 


this chapter, by oppoſing it always to the op 
Adam; and by ſhewing it to be the means of deli- 


vering man from the bond: age of fin, and to place 

him in eternal life. It is that he would have us to 
underſtand, in the 1 5th chapter of his firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, el i the 22d verſe; where he 

ſtill oppoſes Fe/: Chrift to Adam; and fay s- For 

as in Adam all die; even fo, in Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall al! 
be made alive - Not one has eſcaped death; not 
one ſhall be deprived of life and glory. 

Is it neceſſary to add yet to this, that which Feſus 
brit himſelf ſays, in n St. Luke, chat be came not to 


3 


A Reſtoration of all Things, i in due Time. 63 
deftroy ; but to ſave ? And, in St. Matthew, he ſays 


Even ſo, it is not the will of your Father, who is in 
heaven, that one of theſe little ones ſhould periſh. He 
ſays, moreover, in St. John, that he is not come to 
condemn the world ; but to fave the world. 
Could he have faid that, in ſuch general terms, if 
there had been ſcarcely the thirticth part of mankind 
to be ſaved? And would St. Paul have had reaſon 
to fay --- that where fin abounded, grace would much 
more abound? Would it not have been ſin, that 
would have fuper-abounded ; and have ſtifled chat 
grace, in the greateſt part of human nature? 
But all theſe expreſſions become natural, when 
A duly reflected on. For it is ealy to underſtand, 5 
when God ſays, by his prophet Iſaiah --- S5eak ye 
comfortable words to Jeruſalem ; and cry unto her , that 
her warfare is accompliſhed, and ihat her iniquity is par- 


doned; for ſhe bath received of the Lord's hand, double ; 

: o all ber Ms _---: | 

In effect, the fins of Jeruſalem. i is to ſay, the fins 

of mankind. And therefore, God did heap favours 
upon her, though ſhe was full of enormity; becauſe 
ſhe was puniſhed in Chriſt Jeſus ; who hath ſatis- 

| fied, a thouſand times more than enough, to expiate 


all the fins of the whole world, and to merit for us 
: eternal OP. 


— 


— 


— — 


c _ 


A R T 1 C L E Iv. 
Right Reaſon teaches, that God co. ll laue all Men, 


in general. 


F God does not fave all men, without excep- 

tion; it mult proceed from theſe reaſons only: 
vig. That he will not, or cannot; or, that men have 
rendered themſelves unworthy of; it, One of theſe 
three reaſons, muſt be the real cauſe, 


To 
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To fay, that God will not fave all men, is to 
contravene a point of faith : For St. Paul ſays, iu 


his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, chap. ii. (after exhort- 
ing to pray for all men); For this is good and accepta- 


ble in the fight of God, our Saviour ; who will have all 
men to be hed, and come unto the knowledge of the truth : 


ver. 3, 4. And in the 6th verſe, he ſays - The 


man Jeſus Chrift, who gave himſelf à ranſom for all. 
From theſe words, it appears, that God certainly 

Wills that all men ſhould be ſaved : And Feſus Chrift 
has given himſelf for all, in * and not for 
any one particular individual. 


Neither is it to be ſaid, that e cannot ſave at 


men, in general : That would be to doubt his om- 


nipotence ; or to ſay, he is ignorant, although he is 


willing; as is evident, by theſe expreſſions of St. 
Paul --- Jeſus Chrift gave himſelf a ranſom for all. TO 
diſpute the abilities of God, or to bring his mercy 
2 goodneſs in queſtion, would appear as ſo many 
blaſphemies: and, it is to be hoped, that no man 
would dare to conceive a thought of this kind. 


There only then remains, the third branch of 


that propofition ; in which, beſides all the difficulty, 
namely, that if God does not fave all men, without 
exception; it is, becauſe there are men who have 
rendered, and will render, chemſelves unworthy of 

ſalvation: And upon which, it would be well * 


reaſon after this manner: 
When God conſiders men in reference to ſalva- 


tion ; he either conſiders them in Adam, or in them- 


ſeives, or in Jeſus Chriſt, If he conſiders them in 


Adam, they are all Joſt, long ago; as they have 


all been included in Adem 8 tanſgreffion: or God 


ſaid --- 1n the day thou _ thereof, thou ſhalt die the _ 


death. 
If God conſiders men in themſelv es, there is not 


one of them of whom we can ſay, he allots a ſuper- 
natural end; not one, ſince Adam, who is not 


29” qa — — z guilty 
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guilty, and unworthy of ſalvation; as the apoſtle 
lays Me were all 9 nalure children of wrath ; even 
as others. 

This word others, muſt mean, either the fallen 


angels, or the idolatrous world; and which, at that 
time, abounded with idolatry, and, in ſome ſenſe, 


might be compared to the fallen angels; being 


both gullty of diſobeying the commands of God, & = 
Man, conſidered in himſelf, is not capable ro 


do one action worthy of Heaven: So that i it is not 


in conſidering men in themſel es, that God finds 
ſome worthy of ſalvation, and others Unworthy of 


that happineſs. 


It muſt, therefore, be in conſidering them = 
Jeſus Chriſt. ---Now, if God conſiders men in Jeſus 


| Chriſt; there is not one of them who is not worthy 


of ſal vation; not one for whom Jeſus Chriſt was 
not willing to ſatisfy his Father for; nor one whom 
he did not make this ſatisfa&ion for: nor yer one 


living ſoul for whom he did not ſuffer. 


If it can be proved, that Chriſt ſuffered for * 
redeemed but one part of mankind --- then was it 
no redemption : it was but part of a redemption, 


and could not properly be termed a redemption. 
If this can be prov ed --- then Univerſal Re- 
demption, and Reſtoration doctrine, mult drop, and 


ceaſe for ever. But till this can be p oVed, our Uni- 
verſal doctrine ſtands urfeontroverted, and in full force. 
If Adam had power to draw all men into the cor- 
ruption of fin; which he moſt certainly did, and 
brought a puniſhment upon all mankind --- It is as 


certain, that Jeſus Chriſt had more power to redeem 
all men, than Adam had to bring the cuiſe of God 
upon all men. But till a ſuthcient reaſon can he 
ſhewn, why he has @@ {atisfed for ſome, whom he 
has reconciled to his Father, and not for Others; 
we mult beg leave to maintain our argument; v7. 
the Redemption of all men. 5 

4 — Kenn 1 - Jeſus 


4 — — r — 
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Jeſus Chriſt ſaid of himſelf --- that he came not 
into the world for the juſt or righteous man; but to 
ſave the poor finner. 

Alſo, he ſays --- that he came not into the world, 
to condemn the world; but to fave the world. _ 

Again, he faid He did not come to put means 
in men's hands to ſave chemſelv es; but that he came 
to fave them. & : 
Could our Redeemer have docks ed theſe eſſential 
matters ſo fully, and ſo Poſitively — if ſcarce one 


tdlirtieth part of mankind is only to be ſaved? 


Again, he poſitively ſays --- that he came to hve 5 
that which was loſt. Pray, what was loſt? It muſt 
be allowed, that the whole world was Joſt. 
Ihen, it is very clear if our Saviour meant what : 
he ſpoke---the whole world mult be ſaved. - 
"kn 1 will forbear ſpeaking more fully on theſe 
matters, till a more convenient opportunity ; and 


proceed to ſhew, that our Saviour fays--- He came 


to reconcile to his F father all finners ; 4 and not a cer- 
tain number of them. 

It was to efface the fins of all . . he 
freely took the fins of them all upon himſelf; and 
he has and will purity all finners --- - puriing from 
fin; as St. Paul ſayͤs. 

Ther efore, every ſinner will be ſen6bly benefited 
by this reconciliation, that our bleſſed Sari iour came 


von purpoſe into the world to make --- otherwiſe, it 


would not appear, that Jeſus Chriſt had anſwered 
the views of his miſſion; ſince he would but have 
accompliſhed one part of that reconciliation he 
came to mae. N 
We have already ſeen, that our * iour compares 
the grace of Redemption to a net caſt into the fea, 
which gathers of every kinspuw to a little leaven, 


meaſures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 
There 


which a woman took, and hid in a maſs of three 
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There 1s no kind of fiſh which this net doth not 
gather: for it gathers of all kinds. There is nota 
fingle particle of this mals of meal that 1 is not le- 


vened, till the whole is leavened. 


Theſe compariſons very clearly expreſs the ef- 
fects of the grace of Redemption, in gathering of 


all kinds, in leavening the whole mats, &c. It 
may be eaſily comprehended, by theſe ſimilitudes, 
that the grace of Redemption extends itſelf to 
all men, to the whole race of this noble creation; 
and that there is not an individual of the whole cre- 
ation, that will not be benefited by this reconcilia- 
tion, that Chriſt came to make; otherwiſe, it 
would not appear to have anſwered the views of his 
miſſion; ſince he would have but accomphſhed one 
part of that reconciliation he came to make. : 


If we maturely take into conſideration thoſe para- 


bles that our Saviour was pleaſed to make uſe of 
they will naturally lead us to conclude, that, without 
doubt, this was the real meaning of him that ſpoke . 


them. 
The firſt is the net ; that takes of all forts, with- 


out exception: and when the fiſherman draws it to 
the ſhore, he ſeparates them into different ſorts; 
even the very ſame fort of filh : he puts a different 
value upon them, even to the minuteſt part of 
them: he finds proper uſes for every fort. After 


the ſame manner, he goes through his whole 
draught; and he finds proper uſes for the whole. 


The ſame ſimilitude may be drawn from the maſs 


of meal, till the whole 18 leavened, without ex- 


ception. 


Thus our Saviour compares che Re of 


man: The purchaſe was given for all; and, wich- 
out doubt, he well knows how to ſeparate and di- 


ide the different degrees of mankind ; neither will 
he loſe the minuteſt part of his pur chaſe. | 
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and that not of yourſelves : 


thing already begun. 
only conſiders all men in Jefus Chriſt; by whoſe 
grace he has again. vivified them all, and in whom 
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Let us draw ſome further reſſections on theſe fimi- 
lirudes.----Firft, Is Heaven of ſuch a contracted 
dimenſion, that the Purchaſer cannot find room for 
the different degrees of men? If this is the real 
matter - Coulc. nut the great Creator of all things 
enlarge 1t, even with a word, {ufi.cient to hold all 
the numerous and different worlds chat he has cre- 


ated, or ſhall hereafter create ? 


But, let us return --- What other compa ariſon can 
be mace of theſe different parables ; but that the 
whole ſtock of human nature is comprehenced by 
them? What relates to the buſineſs of the redemp- 


tion of inſidels, and heretics, and orthodox — ſhall, 


notwith cen its natural ccolneſs --- yet they {hall 


all be leavened by the {ame leaven. 


It is that which St. Paul would have us to cher 


4 ſand, when he is writing to the — in the 
; ſecond HApter : 


5th ver. by vi ing -- « Eve en when we were dead | 


in fins, he hath quickened us together with Ch: iſt. 
By grace we are ſaved. 


6. And hath raiſed us up together, and made 
us fi together! in heavenly places, in Chriſt Jeſus. 
« 8, For by grace are ye ſaved, through faith ; 

for it is the giſt of God. 
9. Not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt : 


for we are Eis workmanſhip, cr eated in Chrift Jeſus 


unto gaod works; . bich God hath before or- 
dame d that we ſho nid walk in them.“ 


St. Paul freaks here of works of ſalvation, as of a 
He lets us ſee, that God 


he finds them worthy of happineſs in heaven: not 
becaiiſe of the works he 3 4 in them, leſt any man 
ſhould magnity himſelf, on his own merits ; but 
becauſe of the favour he has for his only-begotten 
* Son; 


A Reſiitution of all Things, in due Time. 69 


Son; in whom only he regards us, and imputes to 
us his good works; ſceing he has created us in 
him. 

This apoſtle, at the ſame time, tells us, that this 
grace of convivification, or being made alive in 
Jjeſus Chriſt, is a gift of God --- 1! 7s e gift of God. 

And he hath {aid to the Romans --- The gifts and 
_ callings of God are without repei.tance : that is, That 
God never repents of his gifts. And ſo the gifts of 
God muſt always ſubfiſt, as long as the will of God 


has to give; and as he never repents, nor never re- 
| vokes the will he had to give; that will muſt al- 


Ways ſubſiſt, and the gifts alſo. This is what ought 
-..20- dE underſtood of the abſolute gifts which God 
beſtows ; and alſo of his own free-will, without any 
conditions; ſuch as that of our calling and re- 

; demption. . 5 

I boſe gifts of God are immutable; of which 

God neither ought or will repent. | Thus St. Paul 

ſpeaks of theſe words; upon which may be formed 

the following reaſoning :- 
If the convivification of Peter, in 1 Chriſt, . 
: alway s ſubſiſts; Peter muſt be fav ed. But that 
they 5 always ſubſiſt; therefore, . Peter muſt be 
ſaved. The frſt propoſition i is certain; ſince there 
can be no reaſon to damn a perſon chat is made 
alive in Jeſus Chriſt. It only remains to prove the 
ſecond propoſition. 


That which is an abſolute gift if God, and u- 


conditional, always ſubſiſts; and the convivifica- - 
tion of Peter, in Jeſus Chriſt, was a gift of God, 


pure, abſolute, and unconditional : therefore, the 


convivification of Peter muſt always ſubſiſt. The 
firſt propoſition is certain; and it would be bad 
reaſoning to ſay, that the gifts of God are im- 
mutable, on the part of God; but not on the part 
of him that receives them: That would viſibly 
be to play upon words, and to attc empt to find in 
God, 
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God, an inconſtancy of which he is no ways ſut- 
ceptible. 

The gifts of God are immutable, and proceed 
from his own free-will; and it is not in the power 
of any creature to alter them. None but God 
himſelf can change the decree that is once gone 


out of his mouth: But God neither ought, nor 
will, nor can, repent of gitts abſolute and uncon- 


ditional, and which 1t hath pleaſed him to beſtow : 


and, therefore, theſe gifts muſt alwa ys ſubſiſt; be- 
cue God cannot ceaſe to will, that which he hath 


once willed. 
"Theickine, the convivificwon of Paine, 4 in Jeſus 


1 hriſt, always ſubſiſts; it being a free gift of God, 
pr oceeding from his own free-will, abſolutely and 


unconditionally. 


By realoning chus, che ſecond propoſition i 18 ; calily 


proved. | 3 
This ſecond oropolition - is ken from St. Paul; 


Tho ſays poſitiv ely, that the being made alive in 
Jeſus Chriſt is a giſt of God, and the effects of his 
good- pleaſure: therefore, the convivification of Pe- 


ter, being an abſolute gift of God, it follows, Peter 


muſt be faved. The conſequence is true, and may 
be applied to all men individually, except Anti- 


chriſt; and who was not made alive in Jeſus Chriſt: 
Rev. x01: . 
And this myſtery Hall be unveiled i in the ſequel 


ARKT1C LE V. 
* re 1 of the Proofs 1, be from Reaſon. 


HE goodneſs and mercy of God are infi- 
nite. - If we could ſuppoſe a goodneſs or mer- 


citulneſs greater than Cod, theſe attributes of God 
would no t be inänite: For, if we could ſuppoſe 
them 


2 
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them greater in another, it would ſhew, that the 


goodneſs and mercy of God are but finite, and cir- 
cumſcribed within certain bounds, 

But the idea we have of the infinite goodnets 
and mercy of God, will not permit us to imagine, 
that there is, or can be, any greater than himſelf. 

But if God pardons only a certain number of 


mankind, it would be caty to ſuppoſe a — 


greater than his. 
For he that could pardon all, without reſerve --- 


would communicate his goodneſs more, and Ke 


that there is a goodneſs err than that of the 
omnipotent God. 


But to harbour the leaſt idea of a power greater 


: than God --- would be to endanger our ſouls under 
the heavieſt of his judgments. 


If, therefore, the goodneſs of God be infinite . 
(as it cannot be doubted) --- that idea of infinite 
goodneſs ought neceſſarily ro make us conclude, 


that he pardons all men, without excepting one. 


Some will perhaps elude the ſtrength of this argu- 


ment, by retorting with reference to Divine Juſtice ; 


by ſaying, that God i is infiaitely juſt, and chat his 
infinite juſtice can pardon nothing : : For otherwiſe, 


ve may ſuppoſe a juſtice greater than luis, that may 


be without any mixture of mercy ; and fo will con- 
clude, that as every man is a finner --- fo that God, | 


to ſatisfy his infinite juſtice, muſt damn all. 


Thus proves too much ; and, conſequently, proves 


nothing at all. There is in it a parallogilm, or a 
fallacious way of arguing ; and the concluſion 18 


wrongly deduced : for it is not included in the firſt 
propotition. And that the concluſion ſhould be 

regular, it would have been firſt n<ceffary to have 
ſhewn, that noching leſs than che damnation of ail 
finners can fatisfy his Divine ſuſtice. But that can- 
not be ſhewn ; becauſe it is falle, and even contrary 
10 faith. All chat can be c INC! ed from lech an ar- 
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gument, would be this Therefore, the Divine 
Juſtice, being infinite, can pardon nothing. 
But {till that conctubian would be irregular ; nor 


does it contradict that which we have drawn from 
our firſt argument in theſe terms : --- Therefore, his 
infinite goodneſs will pardon all ; becauſe that ge- 
neral pardon has ever for its motive the ſatisfaction 
which Jeſus Chriſt has made to Divine Juſtice, for 
all men. So chat our reaſoning remains in full 
force. : 
All that could be 4 to this matter, would , 
be the difficulty to reconcile a goodneſs that pardons 
all, to the rigorous Juſtice that lufters no crimes to 
* unpuniſhed. 
Let us ſhew, then, how this reconciliation 4 the 
goodneſs of God may agree with the exerciſe of 
his juſtice; and how, without intereſting his juſtice, _ 
his kad pardons all; and allo, how he puniſhes 
all, without intereſting his goodneſs. For it is cer- 
tain, that thoſe attributes are equally infinite in God. 


Now, 1n order to that, it needs only to be made 
appear, that there is not one fingle fin in man- 


kind, which Jeſus Chriſt has not fuffered for, and 
= which has not been puniſhed in him; and that the 
_ Juſtice of God has been fully ſatisfied by his ſufter- 
ings, for all the fins of he” world, if they were a 


thouſand times greater than they are. 


We cannot imagine to ourſelves a ſtricter juſtice 
than that which puniſhes all, with the utmoſt rigour; 
and is not fatisfied, but by a ſatisfaction propor- 
tionate to the atrocity of the crimes. But the ſuf— 
ferings of Jeſus Chriſt has been of infinite merit, 
to ſatisfy, more than enough, for all ſins poſſible. 


Here we may ſee the infinite juſtice of God; 
who has not pardoned any of the fins of man, for 
which he has not had a proportionate ſatisfaction, 
with reſpect to the crimes and the number of them, 


Let 
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Let us fee next, how the exerciſe of the infinite 
goodneſs of God, even ſurpaſſes that of his juſtice, 
in virtue of the merits of Chriſt Jeſus. 
A debtor, in paying a debt, acquires no preten- 
ſion, or right, over the ſubſtance of the creditor. 
The debtor only annuls the right the creditor had 
to ſue him for the debt; but, becauſe of the pay- 
ment made him, he is not obliged, by any point of 
juſtice, to ſhew him further benevolence, who was 
5 his debtor. Juſtice requires him to be ſatisfied with 
the 3 of che debt, and che PR re- 
ceived. 
This is exattly the tate in which the ſatisfaction 


that was made by Jeſus Chriſt, would have left - 


mankind in; if the infinite goodneſs of God had 


not intervened in the redemption, to give to man- 
kind a right to eternal life; and by which they 
were become unworthy, by the fin of Adam : For 
God, by the ſatisfaction of Jeſus Chriſt, would not 
have been obliged to any more, than to ſecure tlilem 
from eternal damnation ; to which his juſtice had 
condemned them: For that juſtice being ſatisfied, 
there remained no more occaſion to ſpeak of con- 
demnation; for an exemption from penalties had 
been granted, on account of lausfaction being 
made. 
But that the allies of God had not given a pri- 
vllege far eternal life; for it is his goodneſs that ac- 
cords that grace : Bur that that grace ſhould appear 
to be the effects of goodneſs infinite, ſo it muſt 
extend as far as it can: for if it reaches only a cer- 
tain number, without diffuſing itſelf over all; it 
would be eaſy for us to conceive a goodneſs more 
communicative: ſeeing, that which would give all 
men a right to enter into heaven --- would. be 
greater than that which would give that right but 
to a part of chem. Ju fo, that juſtice which 
— would 
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would only puniſh a few -== W ould be lets than that. 
which puniſhes all. 


ft nnaſt,, therefore, be che — that the idea 
of an Infinite Goodneſs demands, that the good- 


nels of God ſhould pardon all men univerſally, 


without excepting one. 5 
Let us add to this --- that the cconciacicn of 


man to God, was not the means to fatisfy his 


-uſtice : But it was his Son Jclus Chriſt, being the 


. - And the ſatisfaction made by bim, was 
the means to reconcile God to them; and, likewiſe, 


the principal object of the coming of Jeſus Chrilt, -- 
was to thit reconciliation : Yet, he came not ſo 


much becauſe God had condemned them, as to es - 


5 inſtate them into his favour again. 


For God (ſays St. John) ene. not his Son into 
the world, to judge the world; but, that by him 


the work might be ſaved. It is, therefore, the 


world he came to fave. --- Now, if one thirtieth 
part of the prone are but to be ſaved - how can it 


be ſaid, that Jeſus C hriſt is the Saviour of the 


world? 5 8 
May we not thea lay, with the as _ 
that thc e or the evil ſpir ” is che god of the 


yorld ; ſince, of thiriy parts „ tu cncy nine of them 
In eie. k, it is the relict of Ma- 


nicheaiim, to fay --- that the devil can fo thoroughly 


ſubvert che defigns of God ; if it be granted, that 
God, in crea tins man, had a deſizn to create them 5 


all for he aven; and chat less Chriſt, in coming 
to reconcile men to God, had a deſign to fave 


them. . 
Let us eicher ſay, then that they are all to be 
ſaved; ; Or, that God has pot found, or could not 


ne the means to fire th dem; or, that he created 
mankind with a eto Hat 


that the lar greater part of 


i. $1 III All 44 „ * 


them fhrowd be cont ered to damnation: ſince he 
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only intended to fave a thirtieth part of them; whicl: 
is almoſt nothing, in compariſon of the reft. 

But, as theſe opinions would be extremely blaſ- 
phemous ; let us be with the party of St. Paul --- 
That therefore there is uo condemaation to them that a * 
in Jeſus Chriſt: Rom. viii. 1. | 

All are therefore redeemed from eternal death ; 


and God, in his infinite goodneſs, has pardoned all 
_ linners, forgiving all their tranſgreſſions. 


Jeſus Chriſt, by his blood ſhedding, has effaced 


the ſentence pronounced againſt us, and has nailed 
it to his croſs, (as St. paul {ays) --- He has blotted 
out the hand-wiiting of ordinances that was again 
us, and which was contr ary to us; and took it out 
of the way, and nailed it to his croſs. - All men 
Was compared in that hand-writing, which he has 
blotted out: all are therefore redeemed from the 
 condeinnation that it bore 5 and, Sagas rome i al. 
Are to be ſaved. 


It is in this ſentimentt, tha St. Paul, writing to 


: Timothy, ſays theſe. divine words: -<- Becauſe we 
raft in the living God, the Saviour of all men; more 
eſpecially, thoſe that believe ; ; Chap. iv. 10. Moſt 


certainly, the apoſtle means ; not only that Timothy 


ſhould be inſtructed in this truth, that he recom- 
mended to him; but that he ſhould teſtify and 


teach 1t to PX THO : for he ada Sg 


7. beſe things command and teach. 


And this is what we pretend to teach in this 


Treatiſe; and we fay, after St. Paul --- That God 


has reconciled the world to himſelf, in Jeſus Chriſt : 


no more imputing to the new-man the fins of the 


old-man. For God the Father, was in his Son 


Jeſus Chriſt, reconciling the world to himſelf; not 
imputing to chem their fins. 


What can be more clear, or more decifive, in 


K 2 x None 
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None can diſallow, that when a thing is ſaid in 
ſuch poſitive terms --- but that it ought to be taken 
in general 

As when St. Paul ſays (f peaking of the refur- 
rection of the dead) I believe in the reſurrectiou of 


the dead: That is to ſay --- We believe that all 


men (excepting one) ſhall liſe again. And, no 
doubt but it ſhall be the ſame, when he ſays 
T.believe in the forgiveneſs of ſins, and life er 1 
--- T hat is to ſay --- There is no fin which ſhall not 
be forgiven; nor that there ſhould be one that 
thould not have life everlaſting. 


Obſerve ---- The Creed makes no mention of . 5 


death everlaſting. 


. ſpeaking of the reſurrection, in his 1 


Epiſtle to che Corinthians, ſays theſe words :*--- 
Every man in his own order : Chriſt, the firſt-fruit, 
and afterwards, they that are Chriſt's at his coming. 
(For he took poſſeſſion in our fleſh for us, his mem- 
bers). This would ſeem as if it ought to be con- 
cluded, that no other ſhall riſe again, but thoſe which 
are in un. But as we know, and be has before 
teſtified, that all ſhall riſe again; therefore, it muſt 
be concluded, that all men are Chriſt's; and, con- 
ſequently, all men mult be ſaved excepting 


Aͤntichriſt; who is not, nor cannot be, Chriſt's. 


Let us ke who this Antichriſt is; and how he 


can have no part in the falyation of mankind, who 
was redeemed * m_* Chet 


hn tet 


A K 1 I Cc L E VI. 
_ Of Auti brit. 


NTI CHRIST, that Man of Sin, that Son of 
Perdition, who exalreth himſelf above all that 
is Called God ; that Mefienger of Satan, who would 


even 


a 
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even deceive the ſaints, if it were poſſible, by his 


deluſions : whom Jetus Chriſt will conſume by the 


{pirit of his mouth, and to whom power is given to 


Sake war with the ſaints, and to overcome them: 
that man, to whom power is given over all tongues 
and kindreds, and nations; and who was worthiped 
by the earth, and all them that dwell therein : --- is 


no other, nor can be any other, than the old man, 
corrupted in Adam, and conſidered in a ſtate o 
abſtraction, ane that ſeparates him from the re- 


demption of Jeſus Chriſt. He only it is, to whom 
appertains, and can only appertain, all theſe cha- 
5 racteriſtics in the Holy wen which are here 
5 Put together.. 


This Man of 8 Sin, is che object of the execration 


= of God ; and it is on him that all the maledictions 
contained i in the law, are to fall: for it is to him, 


to whom the promiſes of life were not made; they 
were made to the new man, created in Jeſus Chriſt. 


This old man is he who has the ſpirit of the world, 
for whom Jeſys Chriſt did not pray; and who can 


have no ſhare in the amity of God; and whom St. 


Paul fo often exhorts to put off, and to alienate our- 
ſelves from his deeds, who corrupted himſelf in the 
deſires to deceive; and that we ſnould put on the 


new man, who is created after the likeneſs of God, 


and in righteouſneſs and ſanctity of life: as the 


apoſtle ſays, © You have been taught that you put 
off concerning the former converſation, tiæ Id 
© man, which is corrupt, according to the dc colin! 
e luſt: and that you ut on the new man. nich 


< 15 created in righteouſneſs an: cue holineſs.“ 


This old man is that A ch it whom Jeſus 


Chriſt has not reconciled to hi Father. It is this 


old man which is the ceal G vil, who goes a out ro 
deſtroy us; it is he wh.) is the worker of fin in v3 83 


and it is co heal us of th+ corre pion we have fallen 


into by him, that Jeſus Chriat has redeerged us 


ren: 
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from all cheſt and has reconciled us to his Fa- 
ther, no more imputing to us our treſpaſſes. And 
though this Antichriſt had received power over all 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations, and had been 
worſhipped by all the inhabitants of the carth, - -- 
St. John, nevertheleſs, ſaw before the Throne of. 
the Lamb, an innumerable multitude of men of all 
nations, people, kindreds, and tongues ; and Anti- 
chriſt who had ſeduced them to fall, had not hin- 
dered the effects of their redemption, and of their 
being made alive in Chriſt Jeſus. 
It is Antichriſt then who ſhall be eternally con- 
demned for all the 5ns of mankind ; it is he that 
with hell and death ſhall be thrown into the lake of 
fire. = 
This is unv vl the my fiery of Antichriſt, the 
myſtery of iniquity, that had taken place even in 
the days of St. P. ul, as he laid himſelf in his 
epiſtle to the Thetlalonians, 11. 7. ſaying, For the 
myſtery of iniquity doth Ae work. This is a 
Jolution which ſerves for the better underſtanding | 
of an infinite number of places in the holy ſcriprure, 
and that which yields a wonderful conſolation to the 
chriſtian, and it gives a confidence that he may 
apply to himſelf all the promiſes of ſalvation God 
has made to his people. And that he may transfer 
on the old man, or that man of fin, on that Anti- 
chriſt whom he now knows; all the wrath and 
comminations God has denounced againſt ſinners : 
tor it is chat man of fin (according to the expreſſion 
ofthe apoſtle) which will one day be revealet after 
the image of the old man. And then ſhall that 
v. icked-one be revealed. 

Every man, therefore, is to be confidered in two 
different points of light. He is the old man as far 
as fin workcth in him, and the offspring of AGHD) 
born of fleſh and blood; and 1 in that reſpect he may 
be called Antichrit, 


But 
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But he is the new man likewiſe, inaſmuch as he 


is redeemed by Jeſus Chrift, adopted by Go: d, and 
deſtined to eternal life; the ca rthly man, in reſpect 
to Adam, and ſubſe et to death and the och er penal - 


L118 


ties ot fin. 

But he is the heavenly man, in ret! oy to Jeſus 

Chriſt, who has tet him at liberty, = freed him 
(after bis death) from the old i an, and from all 
the conſequences of fin, 


Thus it is, God hates and loves the ſinner, under 


different appearances --- alwa⸗ J's ready to puniſh him. 4 


D and to ſhew mercy on MM. . 
Will the Lord, in his anger, with- hold TID mercy ? ? 


No, his m_— is difarmed, "and his goodneſs extends 


8 _ to all men, in general, when he cont ders them 


n Jeſus Chriſt : 


In whom there is neither Gree k nor Jew, . 


cumciſion nor uncircumiciſion, Barbarian, Sey thi: in, 


bond nor tree : tor, CE: iſe i is all and in all {Col Lit, 


FR” 


ARTICLE VI. 


An Explanation of this Sf. em, t „lde mo f tr all 
"the Ohjeflions that can be b, ought agis 15 it, 


/ LL that is 8 by the E. N ptians, and 
the Chaldeans, and Chineſe, in pretendi: if, 

by tae latitude they give to their chronologies, 1 
reckoning ſo man different dynaſtics of their kings, 
to date back the origin of the world; * can Ini Fer 
nothing againſt chis ſyſtem; for all of them mut 
| Mos Adam to have been the firſt man, and that 
God gave him a law. 


God created man in a ſtate 1 Innocence; anc 


ordained h um to be the 8 vndick and dhe Governg: - 


ener. 4] 
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General of all mankind. If he continued in obe- 
dience, all men to be innocent; and if he difobeyed, 
all men to be culpable like himſelf; and by an ex- 
preſs law, God prohibited him the eating of the 
fruit of the tree of knowledge. 
This was all the law he gave him: and the more 
_ealy it ſeemedl to be obſerved, the more did Adam 
appear capable in the violation of it: He did vio- 
late it, notwithſtanding : and by that fin he ſub- 
jected himſelf, and all Ei- n y, to eternal death, 
and to all the other Paine which wee to be the con- 
lequence of fit. | 1 
But God, fall of mec; die I, by = effec of bis. 
"wn pure and graciou- cO0ncis, promite to Adam, 
and, in his pertor.. 0 all mankind, to ſend a Re. 
deemer, who ſhout repair and i remedy all the evils 
cauſed by bs fall. ---- . 
For man had fined without: knowing i it; 5 
0 by the other, nut os hirnſelf : and notwith- | 
ſtanding the corruption all nem had fallen i into, by 
the deception of the wicked one; yet, in due time, 
God gave them, by his ſervant Moſes, a written 
| law, compoſed of moral e and ceremonial 
rites. > 
Theſe moral precepts gave man a knowledge of 
the fins he might commit, and the righteouſneſs he 
was to conform to. Theſe ceremonial rites w. ere 
the ſhadow of the ſubmiſſion the Redeemer would 
ihew, in due time, to efface the fins of all men. 
It muſt be obſerved, God did not give the law to 
man, to make him culpable, and with a view to 
condemn them by the terror of that law; but lie 
gave it them, firſt, to the end that, bound by thr 
law, they might be ſenfible of the number, great - 
neſs, and the enormity of the crimes, that the fal! 
of Adam had drawn upon them: Secondly, to the 
and they might know the obligations they were un 
der to God for ſending them a deliverer, notwitl, 
ltancheg 
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Nanding the miſerable ſtate they were reduced to, 
by the fin cf Adam. 

It is that which St. Paul tells us: “ Moreover, 
the law entered, that offences might abound,” Rom. 


v. 20. And he elſewhere tells us, chat he © had not 


known fin, but by the law.“ 


Thirdly 3 God gave his law to men, that they 
ſubmitting cordially to it, might gain an augmen- 


tation of glory, which he ould grant in virtue of 


the alliance he had made with ny by JS Chriſt 


their Redeemer. 


So that the law of God, is, at the ſane time, 1 
inark of his ecodnels, an a proot of our corrup- 
tion; and a memorial of the obligations we have to 
cur Redeetaer, who willingly f: abmitted to an igno- 
minious death, to free us from the infinite pains of 
nell, which our forefathers had incurred by violating 
the commands of the Supreme. And it is the bu- 


ſineſs of every man, to think with himſelf, that it is 
he who has eaten of that fruit, which we Na him a 


tranſgreſſor of the law of God: : and, in effect, all 
have eaten thereof in Adam. Therefore: wy er 
acts by his agent, is ſuppoſed to act himſelf : and 


A Bod we Agent. General for all mankind. 


And alfo, if every man would but duly conſider 


how far he has tranſgreſſed the laws of God; t far 
has he eaten that forbidden fivit ; and he may juſtly 
apply to himſelf, Ir is Me that has eaten that forbidilen 


fruit. and It as for My fias that the only- begotten 
Son of God came down from Heaven, to make fattsfac- 


tion, and to reconcile Me to my offended Father ; and it 


vas to Me that God the Father promiſed bis Redeemer ; I 


and it is to Me he hath given tl is law, that I might the 
better diſcern my crimes, and the perth tic Spaten 1 have in 


that fin, becauſe of the firſt tranſreſſion. Trerefore J 


„ght to ap I; to ell, ſolely, all - ECON0My of the 
K. "demption. Eu Cop has brouglt this to paſs, not 
0% for nie, bt fi for we preſervation of eh mankind ; in 


I _ /uch 
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ſuch a manner, that my benefi by it is as great, as if be 
had ſuffered for me only; nor if he had, could I p 
received greater benefits than ſoon TI ſhall poſſeſs ! 


And as it is 2 matter of great importance, that 

all men ſhould know, both the promiſe God had 
made of a Redeemer, and the law he had given to 
the deſcendants of Abraham, in whom the promiſe 
was made and renewed,---God would, that people 
ho ſprung from that patriarch i ſhould be led into 
_ captivity, and into different countries, in order to 
teſtify to thoſe nations the promiſes of a Redeemer, 
that ſhould deliver them from the law of fin: and 
alſo the law of God; of which that people were to 
be the depoſitors, and alſo witneſſes: to whom per- 

taineth the adoption, and the glory, and the cove- 
nants, and the giving of the law, and the ſervices of 


God, and the promite 3 as Ju! will find! in Romans, 9 


3 ix. 4 | 
Thus were Egypt, 1 and Aﬀyria, | in 
5 ſtructed'! in the completion of the predictions of che 


prophets, and the Jews and their doctrines were 
Juſtitied. 


FN 1 : — * — 4 ** _ * . * 
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The Sequel of this Sy ene, fince the COLIN? x 2 
Cr gt. 8 


N due time, and according to the prediction of 
the prophets, the Redeemer came; and he un- 
doubtedly well knew what he came to do, and the 
whole ſcope and views of his miſſion. The angel 
who appeared, and proclaimed his coming, to her 
who was to be his mother, only told her, that he 
chat was to be born of her, ſhould be called the Son 
of God And be ſhall be called the Son of the Tigheft þ 
pe * Aid 
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And he ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob, and his 
Kingdom ſhall have no end. And, aſter {peaking 
to Joſeph of the infant to be brought forth by his 

pouſe, he told him that his name ſhou'd be called 
jr SUS, for that he ſhould ſave his people f from 
their fins. 


Perhaps Joſeph did not . comprehend all the ex- 


tent of the redemption which the angel had de- 


cClared unto him; becauſe the Jews were the only 
nation who par ticularly boaſted themſelves to be the 
people of God; but the people of God (it appears 
plainly) are all men. For God is no reſpecter of 
perſons: he makes no difference (as St. Paul ſays) 
1 the Jew and the Greek: For the ſame Ins 
is rich unto all that call upon him, Rom. x. 12. and 
that our Redeemer took upon himſelf all the ſins 
1 0 and all the griefs of mankind. jo 
| Surely be bath borne our gr iefs, and carried our - for- 
rows. Tor alle like ſheep have gone Ae, ay; we have 
every one of us gone his own Way z and. the Lord hath 


3 laid upon him the iatguity of us all; Ia. lin. 4. 6. 


So the Lord has not, therefore, made his Chriſt 
only the pledge and the bearer of our iniquity ; but 
Alſo to diſcharge us of them, and to bloat them out, 
ccc. and the bleffed Redeemer has effectually done 
t: and he has alſo offered to the whole race of his 
redeemed, ſufficient ſtrength wherewith to combat 
and to overcome the old man: and that ſtrength, 
(rhich will ſupport us) is called, by the apoſtle, 
Grace ſuperabouading, and which is in the pover of 
every man to obtain, and to improve, while in chis 


— - 


This grace of Super abundance i is what Jeſus Chriſt 
"has merited, and would earneſtly ex'1ort us to im- 
prove : For be well atlured, according as we im- 
prove or abound in this grace, ſo will our advance- 
ment be in a future ſtate. 


L 2 But 


4 * 
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ſuch a manner, that my benefit by it is as great, as if he 


bad ſuffered for me only ; nor if Fe had, could I hate 
received greater benefi firs than ſoon I ſhall poſſeſs ? 


And as it is z matter of great importance, that 
all men ſhould know, both the promiſe God had 
made of a Redeemer, and the law he had given to 
the deſcendants of Abraham, in whom the | promiſe 
was made and renewed,---God would, that people 
who ſprung from that patriarch , ſhould be led into 
captivity, and into different countries, in order to 
teſtify to thoſe nations the promiſes of a Redeemer, 
that ſhould deliver them from the law of ſin: and 
| alſo the law of God; of which that people were to 
be the depoſitors, and alſo witneffes : to whom per- 
taineth the adoption, and the glory, and the cove- 
nants, and the giving of the law, and the ſervices of 
God, and che ee as you: will find in I; 
. ix. . 
Thus were Eg pt, Babylon, and Aſſyria, in 
ſtructed in the com pletion of the predictions of che 


prophets, and the ſews and their doctrines were 
8 


ARTICLE vi. 


Tre ouel of this Sefew:, Hiace the coming of Feſus 
ks -. Cerift. 


FN due time, and according to the prediction of 
the pr ophets, the Redeemer came; and he un- 
doubtediy well knew what he came to do, and the 
whole ſcope a and views of his nition. The angel 
who appeared, and proc claimed his coming, to her 
who was to be his mother, only told her, that he. 
chat was to be born of her, thou 10 be called the Son 
of {504d And be JOam be-call & tt S0 of tie {11s elt 
Aid 
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And he ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob, and his 
&ingdom fhall have no end. And, after ipeaking 
to Foſeph of the infant to be brought forth by his 

pouſe, he told him that his name ſhou'd be called 
JESUS, tor that he ſhould fave his people from 
ther fins. 

Perhaps Joſeph did not. comprehend all the ex- 
dent of the redemptien which the angel had de- 
Flared unto him; becauſe the Jews were the only 
nation who particularly boaſted themſelves to be the 
people of God; but the people of God (it appears 
plainly) are all men. For God is no reſpecter of 


perſons : he makes no difference (as St. Paul fays) 


| Been the Jew and the Greek: For the ſame Lord 

is rich unto all that call upon him, Rom. x. 12. and 
that our Redeemer took upon himſelf all the fins 
and all the griefs of mankind. 

 FSurely ke hath borne our griefs, and car ried our r. — 
rotes. "For all ce lize ſmeep have gone aft, ay; we have 
every one of us gone big hs Tay ; and tre Lord Pati 
laid upon him the iniquity of us all; Iſa. liti. 4.6. 

So the Lord has not, therefore: 1 made his Chriſt 
only the pledge and the bearer of our iniquity ; but 
allo to diſcharge us of them, and to blot them out, 

&c. and the hleſſed Redeemer has effectually done 

d: and he has alſo offered to the whole race of his 

cd tufficient ſtrength wherewith to combat 

and to overcome the old man: and that ſtrength, 

Gchich will {:pport us) is called, by the apoſtle, 


Grace fuperabounding, and which is in the po. ver of 


Every man to obra! in, and to improve, whit: in chis 

6. - 
This grace of Su eb nce is what ſc eſus Chriſt 
has merned, and would earneſtly ex ort us to im- 
Prove: For be well atlured, 3 as we im- 
prove or abound in this grace, ſo wi il our advance- 
ment be in a future ſtate. 


1.2 But 
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But if Jeſus Chriſt had not merited this grace of 
Superabundance, man would not have been diſap- 
pointed of his Redemption, and being ſaved from 
pains eternal; but they would not have had the op- 
portunity to hav e acquired an augmentation of glory 
in a future ſtate ; which is accorded to all diligent 
perſons, as a reward, and according to the good 
uſe they make of it. 
The life of every Chriſtian becomes a continual 
warfare while on earth, and to guard againſt the 
ſecret operations of the old man: but by "the aid of 
| this grace, he gains that victory which terminates | 
in his everlaſting honour and advantage. 
it muſt therefore be obſerved, that there are 
two forts of grace; namely, the grace of Redemp- 
tion, which is common to all r men; and the grace | 
of Superabundance. TE. 
The grace of Redemption i is common to all men; 


Te becauſe God owes it to all human nature, in virtue. 


of his promiſe : But the grace of Superabundance 
is not common to all men; for it is called the 
grace of merits, and it is due to no man, but ac- 
cording to the good uſe he makes of it: and it 
gives him a right not only to eternal, but temporal 
rewards ; and which is promiſed to it. And if this 
grace be neglected, or made an ill uſe of --- tem- 
poral puniſhments are incurred, and a deprivation 
to the degree of glory, which anſwers to it, as its 
due reward; which will be more fully explained in 
the next article; I mean, the nature of thoſe two 
' graces : Therefore, we ought not to be miſtaken ; 
but to diſtinguiſh rightly between theſe two forts of 
graces, to underſtand the Scriptures right. For 
example: — 
When Jeſus Chriſt ſays ---- Iz my Father's houſe 
there are many maifions - We muſt underſtand, that 
the grace of Redemption conſtitutes one man- 
ſion, and the grace of Superabundance conſtitutes 

many: 
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any: So that we need be in no apprehenſion of 
the eternal pains of hell-fire ; though we have not 
all the ſame merits. | 
Our bleti::d Saviour, by his comfortable exhorta- 
tion, ſues us with the tendereſt expreſſions he is able 
to make; or, (more properly ipe: aking) we are ca- 
pable to underſtand ; laying 
Let not your hearts be tro: bled, 2 bellede in Goa; 
believe a 10 i in me: That is --- Be not alarmed : you 
put your truſt in God, becauſe he has promiſed you | 
the grace of Redemption: Truſt alſo in me, who 
promiſes you the grace of Superabundance. This 
is what we ſhouid underttand by theſe words of 
| Jelus Chriſt to his apoſtles. : 
And it was not leſs to preach to men this grace of ; 
Superabundance, than to declare to them the com- 
pletion of this promiſe, by the accompliſhment of 
the Redemption, that Jeſus Chriſt fent his — | 
to preach to all nations. 
Hie taught (and cauſed to be tauglit) a law more 
perfect than that of M ſes : ---Thar is, that they. 
might better underſtand their being in a ſtate of 
fin, and the aſſiſtance they had received to over- | 
come it; and that they might the more admire and 
love God, who had delivered them from eternal 
pains ; and his Chriſt, who had raifed them to the 
Power of acquiring an augmentation of eternal 
glory. 
And it was very important, that men ſhould be 
convinced as well of the promiſe of God, that he 
had made, to ſend them a Deliverer; as well as the 
coming of that Deliverer, and of the grace he had 
' merited for them. And, for that end, it was highly 
_ neceſſary there ſhould he witnciles, againſt whom 
there conld be no cxceprion : God, for that purpoſe, 
permitted the Jews ſhould be thrown into incre- 
dulity, in not receiving the Mefhah ; but that they 
mould content themſelves with the books of the 
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Law of Moſes; in which are contained the pro- 

miſes of that Meſhah, and the ſigns of his coming. 
God, therefore, to produce undoubted witnefles of 
theſe unbelievi ing Jews, diſperſed then: through all 
the nations of the earth ; that they might carry with 
them the books of the Law; which invincibly 
proved, that the Meſſiah was to come, which was 
therein promiſed: And the bleſſed goſpel hasevinced 

all that the prophets had declared concerning his 
coming; allo his miracles, and the death he fut- 
fered : of all which, the patriarchs and prophets 
have given us a very clear and authentic accaunt. 
But the Jews could never be ſuppoſed to have 
| ated with the Chriſtians; becauſe they have ever 
been their implacable enemies. 3 
Beſides there had been verſions of their woes : 

5 ſpread among other nations, long before their diſ- 


perfion. Hence, we ſee how their blindneſs ſerved 


o convey the knowledge of the Meſhah, and of the 
grace he brought to mankind. - s; 
Let us obſerve, likewiſe --- At the firſt, ti 1 
delity of the nations, was the cauſe that God choſe 
the children of Abraham, to make them a people; 
who ſhould be the depoſitors of his law : And that 
afterwards, the people of the Jews, who were 
deſcended from Abraham, fell into unbehef, to give 
an opportunity to declare to the nations the Jaw of 
the Meſſiah. All men are unbelievers; and have 
mutually ſerved, by their unbelief, to che eſtabliſh- 
ment of that law. 55 
But --- Why did God permit that alli in general, : 
(that is to far. the nations and the Jew) ſhould 
tall mto unbelief ? 
Let us aſk that of St. Paul; and he will tell us. 
--- I would not, brethren, (ſays he) you ſhould be 
ignorant of this myſtery ; which 1s, that God has 
included all men in unbelief, that he might ſhew 
mercy on all; Rom. xi. 32. And it is on this 
| __ occaſion, 
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occaſion, that St. Paul, with reafon, exclaims --- 
O! the depth of the richess and of the wiſdom, 


and knowledge of God! How unſearchable are 


his judgments ; and his ways are paſt finding out! 


If we were able, like St. Paul, to elevate our- 


ſelves to the contemplation. of the wonderfulneſs, 
and of the infinite goodneſs of God ; who knows 
| how to diſpoſe all things to his own glory. and 


for the execution of his moſt wiſe deſigns - we 
ſhould be no lefs ſtruck with admiration than St. 


Paul was; to fee that God had ſo many ways to 


_- ave mankind, without their falling into fin unpar- 

... - ._. donable; and that he has been pleaſed to ferve 
__ himifelf of their ſins, and to ſave N all, by dif- 
penſing to them all the greatneſs of his mercy. 


Human reaſon, and all the wiſdom of the creation, 


. would never have comprehended it; that God could 
draw from the iniquity of man, an occaſion to ma- 
nifeſt his goodnets to all! But the ways of God are 
unſearchable; and they inſpired St. Paul with that 
tranſport of admiration, chat made him exclaim - 


O. / the depth, Se.. 


Here is a proper occaſion to obſerve the error of 
ſo many Chriſtians, about paſſages of Scripture, 

in adapting them to their particular opinions. It is 

an error that proceeds from their inattentive exami- 


nation of circumſtances, that gave occaſion to cer- 
tain expreſſions 1 in a multitude ef places in holy and 


ſacred writ; and which they take upon them to in- 


terpret to their own fancy, and very often contrary 
to the import thoſe expreſſions carry in their natural 
ſenſe. O, how great and how common are thoſe 


miſtakes ; and which are too commonly made ute ot 


to denounce the ſeverity of the judgments of God. 

Concerning the ſmall number of the elect, and 
the great multitudes that (they would have us be- 
heve) are to be eternally damned; the ſenſe which 

Saint Paur puts upon them, has quite a different 


mean- 
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Law of Moles; in which are contained the pro- 
miſes of that Meſſiah, and the figns of his coming. 
God, therefore, to produce undoubted witnefles of 


theſe unbelieving Jews, diſperſed them through all 
the nations of the earth; that they might carry with 
them the books of the Law; which invincibly 
proved, that the Meſſiah was to come, which was 
therein promiſed. And the blefled goſpel hasevinced 
all that the prophets had declared concerning his 
coming; allo his miracles, and the death he ſuf- 
fered : of all which, the patriarchs and prophets 
have given us a very clear and authentic account. 


But the ſews could never be ſuppoſed to have 


: acted with the Ch: iſtians; becauſe they have ever 
been their implacable enemies. 


Beſides there had been verſions of their books - 


NH pread among other nations, long before cheir diſ- 
perſion. Hence, we ſee how their blindneſs ſerved 
29 convey the knowledge of the Methah, and of the 1 
grace he brought to mankind. 


Let us obſerve, likewiſe --- 1 the firſt, the ink | 


daelity of the nations, was the cauſe that God chole 
the children of Abraham, to make them a Nie 1 
who ſhould be the depoſitors of his law : And tha 
| afterwards, the people of the Jews, who were 
deſcended from Abraham, fell into unbelief, to give 


an opportunity to declare to the nations the law of 


the enen All men are unbelievers; and have 


mutually ferved, by their * to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of that "ag RE 
But --- Why did God permit that all in gener al, 
(chat is to ſay, the nations and the Jews) ſhould . 
fall into unbelief? - _ 5 
Let us aſk that of St. Paul; and he will tell us. 
--- I would not, brethren, (ays he) you ſhould be 
ignorant of chis myſtery ; which is, that God has 
included all men in unbdlicf, that he might ſhew 
mercy on all; Rom. xi. 32. And it is on this 
occaſion, 
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occaſion, that St. Paul, with reaſon, exclaims --- 


O! the depth of the fichess and of the witdom, 

and knowledge of God! How unſearchable are 

his judgments; and his ways are paſt finding out! 
If we were able, like St. Paul, to elevate our- 


ſelves to the contemplation of che wr onderfulneſs, 
and of the infinite goodneſs of God; who knows 
how to diſpoſe all things to his own glory. and 


for the execution of his molt wife deſigns - we 


ſhould be no lefs ſtruck with admiration than St. 
Paul was; to fee that God had ſo many ways to 


fave mankind, without their falling into fin unpar- 
donable; and that he has been pleaſed to ferve 
himſelf of their fins, and to ſave n all, by dit- 


penſing to them all the greatneſs of this mercy. 
Human reaſon, and all the wiſdom of the creation. 
- would never have comprehended it; that Got could 


draw from the iniquity of man, an occaſion to ma 
nifeſt his goodnets to all ! But the ways of God are 


unſearchable; and they infpired St. Paul with that 
tranſport of admiration, that made him exchim - — 


0 / the depth, &c. 4 
Here is a proper occaſion to obſerve the error of 
ft many Chriſtians, about patiages of Scripture, 


in adapting them to their 3 opinions. It is 
an error that proceeds from their inattentive exami- 


nation of circumſtances, that gave Occaion to cer- 


_ tain expreſſions in a multitude of places in holy and 
ſacred writ ; and which they take upon them to ia- 
rerpret to their own fancy, and very often contrary. 


to the import thoſe expreſſions carry in their natural 
tenſe. O, how great and how common are tho{e 
miſtakes :; and which are too commonly made ute ut 
to denounce the ſeverity of the judgments of God. 
Concerning the ſmall number of the elet, and 
the great m multitudes that (they would have us be- 
eve) are to be eternally damned; the {cate which 
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meaning for they very clearly ſhew us the adni- 
ration he was in, of the wonderful goodneſs and 


mercy of God to his poor fallen creatures, notwith- 
ftanding their unbelief; and that he had made uſe 
of the infidelity of all, to ſhew to all, without excep- 
tion, the effects of tis mercy : for God hath in- 
cluded all in unbelief, that he might have mercy . 
upon all men. 


This is what made St. Paul exult in adoring the 


wiſdom of God, which is incomprehenſible to the 
ſhort reach of human conception. 


Perhaps it may be ſaid, and with ſome ks 


that it can only be imputed to the deluſion of the 
old man, that the ſenſe of theſe words has been ſo 
perverted ; as often as it 13 made uſe of, to infpire 


dread and terror: Whereas, in the meaning of the 


apoſtle, they onght to fill us with ſentiments of ad. 
miration, for the goodneſs of God, who is love 

without bounds ; and we ought to acknowledge, Un 
the profoundeſt manner we are able, that his good- 


neſs extends to us far beyond our narrow compre- 


henſion; and that all the wickedneſs of the old man 


is not able to deprive us of the fruits of the redemp- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
We lay it down, therefore, as an abi prin- . 
ciple, that St. Paul did not make uſe of theſe words, 
(O the depth, Sc.) to apply them to the rigorous 


judgments of God : but ſolely to make us admire 


rhe bleſſed lenity of them; and to ſnew to men the 


greatneſs of the mercy of God, and the means he 
made uſe of to fave all men. It could not but be 
looked upon but as the decree of a Wildom incon- 


ccirable to human capacity. 
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that the Grace of Redemption is, is, and Tehat toe Grace 
of Superebandance. 


HEN we ſay the grace of Redemption, 
we mean nothing more than the benevo- 
znce of God; who, by our Redeemer, has exactly 
replaced men in the fame ſtate they were in before 
the fall of Adam: But by the grace of Superabun- 
dance we mean the grace and gift of God, from his 
free goodneſs, accorded to Chriſtians ; and which 
gives them room to merit an advancement in glory 
which will be a greater benefit than the grace 1 : 
Redemption only: In relation to v nich, the Ollow- 
ing Propoſitions cannot be doubted : Ss 
Hb „ Adam had been faved, a _ admitted 
into eternal felicity, if he had died before he had 
received the law of God; or, imm duately after he 
had received it, and before he broke i it. 
Second === But Adam would have OM condemned, 
if he had died immediately after he had broke that 
law, and before God had promiſed him a Redeemer. 
Third If Adam had died immediately after the 
promiſe of a Redeemer, he would have been ſaved : 
but he would only have received in heaven the de- 
gree of iclicity anſwerable to that ſtate he was in 
before he broke that law; for a bare repair uon only 
ſets things in their firſt ao 7 
Fourth If Adam had died aftcr a life of 930 
years, of a regular and penitent life, he would have 
enjoyed a gr cater degree of future happineſs, than if 
he had dicd immediately ater the promiſe of a 
Redeemer. - 3 
Now, if it be aſked Whence it comes, that 
Adam had acquized a greater degree ot happineſs 
MM after 
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after the fall, than if he had died before he hack 
broke that law ? ---It is anſwered, That the Re- 
deemer did two things, in reſtoring mankind: 
_ Frfi-- He re-inftated them, preciſely in the ſame 
ſtate they were in, with reſpect to the happineſs 


men would have had, if they had died before tlie 


fall of Adam: and that happineſs is, that which 
anſwers to the grace of Redemption; a grace general 
to all men, who fell in Adam. 

_ Secondly --- The Redeemer gave to all men, be- 


ſides that grace, the means to merit an augmenta- 
tion of happineſs; which is a particular grace, to 
thoſe who merit it at the hand of God; and which 


he denies not to thoſe who aſk it fervently, and do . 
their utmoſt to obtain it. 
It is a ſanctifying grace, to all thoſe who and a2 
good uſe of it; and which is in them the principal 
of merits, though 1 it be a ha git of the goodneſs 


of God. 


Obſerve --- That this is not a diſtinction founded 
in the air; but it is grounded on the remarkable 
words of St. Paul --- HJbere fin abonnded, grace did 
much more abound : Rom. v. 20. 

If men had committed no other ſins than chat of 
Adam; ; the grace of Redemption alone would have 
been ſufficient to have merited the happineſs in- 
tended Adam before this fall. But, becauſe they 
daily committed a multitude of other fins, Jeſus 
| Chrilt has brought this grace of Superabundance; ; 
and, by the means of it, we may merit an * 
mentation of glory. | 

So that the grace of Redemption opens a way, 


that we may abound in grace; and it effaces the 


fins of all men in Adam, and replaces them in their 
firſt condition. And this ſuperabounding grace, 
is given us, that by it we may merit an augmenta- 
tion of glory; otherwiſe, thoſe words, ſuper- abun- 
dance, would be ufelets. But what would our 
Lictied 
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bleſſed Saviour have us to underſtand, by his ſaying 
that he came to bring men life more abundantly : 
I am not only come that they may have life ; but that 
they hade it more abundantly. 1 
From this diſtinction, it is eaſy to underſtand, 
and we may comprehend, that, far from our baving 5 
reaſon to complain of our lot, that God permitted PR 
us to fall in Adam, fo that he might raiſe us again in 
Jeſus Chriſt; we have, on the contrary, an infinite 
obligation to him, for having brought about for us, 
by the Redeemer, advantages far greater than thoſe 
Adam was appointed to at his creation ; with reſpect 
to this ſupernatural ſtate, to which he has raiſes = 
that we may be able to merit an . * 
glo | 
RN. indeed, a great t een that the grace of 
N Redemption was ſo freely offered to all the poſterity 

of Adam, to the ſtate they were in before his fall: 


But, with that happineſs, we gain by it the grace of 


Superabundance, and all the fruits of that grace; 
which are of infinite price. _ 
We ought, therefore, rather to think ourſelves 
happy that Adam did fall. 
Me do not bring this as a a ſupport to our argu- 
ment: But the church of Rome acknowledges it, 
in the office for Holy Saturday; it being one of 
their ſolemn othces. They even go farther than 
that: They aſſert, that it was neceſſary for our 
greater happineſs that Adam ſhould fall : --- {O felix 
culpa ! O certe neceſſarium adeo peccatum ) This is the 
adoration they pay to the fall of Adam. 
But to return to our further argument: 
Qugſtion. It may be ſaid, that Adam ad b 
of a Redeemer's coming, and lived afterwards ac- 
cording to the natural law ; and this is the reaſon 
why he was ſaved. But the Pagans, and other in- 
Adels --- the libertines, and the flagitions -- live 
SR not. 


ama — 


. —— ů —⁵« — = 
— OS * == * 
/ 9 


— ——— 
- ” - + 
- r 


— — > 
—— — — — — > 4 = 
— 


3 
i; 
4 


s ww OO * 
— 


— wy 
— 


92 UNITERSA! REDEMPTION : OR, 


not According to this Jaw : therefore, they cannot 
be laved. 

Auſcver. That Adam's acceptation of the coming 
of a Redeemer, was not that which reſtored him. 
No; it was the a acceptation by the myſtical Lamb. 
immaculate from the beginning of the world; the 


Eternal Word ; who freely took upon hi nſelf the 


ſin of Adam, and, by anticipation, all the fins of 


mankind. He offered himſelf to reitore them; and 


as a victim worthy to fatsfy the Divine e Jultic ice 
"for all. 


Before that accepta tion by the Son of 8 by 5 


the anticipation in reſpect to the time when he a 


that ſubmiſſion --- Adam could merit nothing, after 
his fin. He became an enemy to God ; and all he 


could do of himſelk, could never repair his fault; 


becauſe there it behoved to be nothing leſs than in- 
finite ſatisfaction, to aboliſh and repair an outrage 


" committed againſt an infinite Majeſty. 


Adam's fin had ſo eraſed the image of God i in bis 


ſoul, that he was not capable of any moral good : 
for we ſce in Scripture, that when God charged 


him with his crime; inſtead of imploring his 


mercy, (which would have been an act of juſtice) 


he thought of nothing but exculpatipg himſelf, or 


to render two guily of it. He anfwered --- The 


naman they gave we 0s d wmpanioa, gave me of the 
ond 1 did eat; Gen. iti. 12. An anſwer which 

45 a new Otenc e to his Creator; in charging him 
wh being the cauſe of his difobedience, in giving 
him a wife, chat had ſeduce him to eat of the for- 
biddea trübt: : and this tenced, at the ſame time, 
Wile Adam continued to be in this unhappy 
condition, of being an enemy to God, all he could 
do could be of no merit towards a reconciliation. 


Fut from the moment Jeſus Chriſt accepted, to ſa- 


uiSfy the divine jullice of his Father, for him and 
his 
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Lis poſterity, Adam was reconciled, and reſtored to 
luis firſt innocence, by the grace of his free Redemp- 
tion, and which was from ume to time imputed to 
lim ; for his acceptance of it was an effect of that 
grace, in the ſame manner as was his repentance; 
and all he could do afterwards as meritorious, was 
an effect of that grace of Superabundance, which 
was acquired for him, and which gave him a right 
to a greater happineſs than if he had oaly obtained 
the grace of Redemption. 
"The Pagans, and other in ids, were comprized 
with Adam in the grace Of Redemption, by Jz SUS 
Curisr taking upon him to be their Reſtorer. 
Their perſonal acceptation was a thing indiflerent, 
in reſpect of that grace ; though it be neceflary to 
put them in mind of the ſtate 'of . 
Grace. 5 
The grace of Redemption depends not at all on. 
their acceptation : it is the pure effect of God's free 
- mercy towards them; ; and an abſolute gift of his, 
unattended with any condition whatever. 
In one word, the Redeemer was ſent for the re- 
ſtoration of all mankind. But that would not be an 
entire reſtoration, if it did not ſet things in the ſame 
ſtate that it was in before all men fell in Adam. | 
If Adam had not eaten of the fruit oi the tree of 
Enowledge, which was forbidden him, until he had 
begotten twenty children ( let us ſuppoſe that to be 
true, as it is probable.) And that he had told then) 
the puniſhment that was to be inflicted on his diſ- 
obedience : theſe children would fee their own fall 
involved in that of their father; but they could not 
foreſee the benefits that were to accrue to them fron 
the crime he ſhould commit; therefore, it may be 
reaſonably ſuppoſed, that they would be in continual 
fear, leſt their father ihould tranſgreſs. 
But let us ſuppoſe, that after the father had tranſ- 
grefled unknown to them; they would have been 
culpable, 
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culpable, without their privity to that crime. But 


after ward, God, unknown to them, promiſed a Re- 
army to their father: they were, at the ſame time, 


+34 without their ſo much as knowing 1 ir. Thus 


heb 0-C2me C:iminal, and have been juſtified with- 


ou: their knowledge. Thus is the ſtate the Pagans, 


7 &c. are in. 


They knew nothing of their fall, nor of their juſ- : 


ti Hcation: their ignorance is the real cauſe of their 
being ignorant of the grace of Superabundance, 
that chey may profit by it. It is, therefore, to that, 


(according to the words of Jeſus Chriſt) when be 


lays, it ſhall be better for them, at the day of judg- 


ment, than for the libertines who have had the be- 


nefit of inſtruction, and when they might have be- 
velited by it, and greatly augmented in that abound- 


ing grace, which God freely gives to all that aſk 


him 101 vently, and propoſe to make a good uſe of - 


2 


R. 


But if they have negletted or rejeted it, 1 to 
ver themſelves over to their luſts, &c. Jet them 

confider--- Though God has redeemed them from 
pains eternal, yet he ſtill has reſerved a puniſh- 
Ment {iuitable to their crimes. 

Yo the libertine and the wicked chats compre- 
e all the heinouſneſs of their ſins, and all the un- 
worthinets and ingratitude that are in their ſpeeches 

(which are but 190 common) : let them reflect that 


: they are all regiſtered, and muſt be anſwered for at 


the great day of account; and a proportionate pu- 
niſhment will be allotted: - But happy will he be 
* W is not beatcn with many ſtripes. The meaning 
, Lic that will have the leaſt to anſwer for. 

"Ret the libertine ſays, So as I get to Heaven, is 
all I care jor : I do not trouble myſelf about the place I 
fall have there. Such an idea as this ſavours too 
much of floth, and (if perſexered in) may merit tlie 

name of Sal, at the great day oi account. ny 
"wn 
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But God would that we (whom he has made after 


his own image) ſhould be holy, as he is holy: but 
as that title cannot be attained, (by even the belt 


liver upon earth); Jeſus Chriſt came to deliver us 
from the curſe of the law, and to live as an example 


which he would have us to follow; and he did not 


ceaſe to preach on earth what men ought to do, to 


reach to the perfection which God requires of us, 


and to obtain for ourſelves that Superabundant : 
grace he has merited for us. 


Has God and Jeſus Chriſt done ſo little for us, 


that we may believe we may diſpenſe with the ac- 
| knowledgments due to them? No: But God would 


that we. ſhould walk in the way our Saviour has 


L ſhewn us. 


All the n. both of the —— and the 


apoſtles, and of preachers of the Gofpel of Chriſt, 


tend to incline ns to profit by the grace or Super- 


i abundance, | which. Jeſus Chriſt has purchaſed for 
us. It is to give us the means to obtain that grace, 
and to benefit by it, that Jeſus Chriſt has eſtabliſhed 
his Church, and the ſacraments he has empowered | 


her to adminiſter ; ; and chat he has left us the holy 


ſcriptures, and paſtors to inſtruct us. 


The infinite obligations we owe to our Redeemer, 


would convince the moſt profligate and wicked, thar 
= ingratitude and enormous unworthineſs in ee 


to ſlight a grace ſo precious, and which enables us 


to merit ſo much more happinets, if we uſe our en- 


deayours, and utmoſt efforts, to attain and 1 improve 
it as we ought. 


We would a aſk the . of this ſyſtem, 


If the licentious, heretics, and infidels, to whom one 
ſhould preach this doctrine, would not be more diſ- 


poſed to their converſion, than if one ſhould tell 
No of a Gcd, who, out of thirty perfons, damns 


twenty-nine of chem to eternal torments, according 
to che general opinion of Chriſtians ? And does nor 


ſuch 
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ſuch reaſoning as this better correſpond with the idea 
of a God infinitely merciful > This is what we can 
not fee, that any one can diſallow, unleſs poſſeſſed 
of that pernicious error of the old man, who always 
prompts us to maintain, that Jeſus Chriſt did not 
die for all men: But as it is not doubted, but that 
there are many who are poſſeſſed with that preju- 
dice, and who will be obitinate enough to combat 
this ſyſtem, 
I) herefore, I will endeavour to e ſuch ob- 

jections as the oppoſers of this WE” no doubt, 
* bring — 8 


ART ICL E x. 


. Anſwer to the Objeftions th at may be 95 ought again 
C Syſtem. . e „ 


'UT, before we examine what can be objected 
againſt our argument, it is proper to make 
ſome obſervations : And, 


1 Firſt --- It muſt be allowed, that the Holy Ghoſt 
cho dictated the Scriptures) has, in ſome places, 
ſcattered obſcurities, and a darkneſs, which, (for 
= wile and good purpoſes) he would that we ſhould 
3] ——— without pretending to the capacity of pene- 


5 trating into them: Whence it proceeds. that the 
bDolution of a theologian is not always fo clear as the 
objection of a philoſopher; becauſe a theologian 
(not being able to explain, becauſe of the myſteries 
that are above reaſon) is often obliged to have re- 
=> - cour le to faith: which is obſcure in ſelf. But, as 
= faith is undoubtedly to be relied upon more chan 
rreaſon, the determination "of a theologian, ſup- 
ported by the holy Scripture, ought to carry more 


* eight than the objeRtion of. a philoſo; Her. 
: | | os 104. {/ * — — 
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